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School Mission 

 
Le Lycée Français de Los Angeles seeks to provide its students with maximal opportunities to develop and 
enrich their personal potential through education of and attention to the whole person. Its unique educational 
focus lies in the diversity of its students, who represent many ethnic, religious, and socioeconomic backgrounds 
from all over the world. 
 

Through our world-class French-European and English programs and equally well-regarded North American 
approach to teaching and learning, our students develop their intellect to the highest possible level. The fruits of 
this union include student capacity for incisive, advanced analytical thought, heightened awareness, and a wealth 
of knowledge in the humanities, and diverse personal perspectives on global issues. 
 

Another result of Le Lycée Français’ synergy is our students’ heightened sensitivity, respect, and 
appreciation for others’ points of view. Our school fosters an environment conducive to respect for cultural 
differences and encourages multicultural dialogue and exchange. We hold dear the fundamental principle of the 
equality of all peoples without consideration of race, ethnicity, or religion. At Le Lycée Français de Los 
Angeles, students live and breathe diversity. Daily, they negotiate conflicts and experience the world on the 
playground. In accordance with the founders’ vision of creating a world community within a microcosmic, 
classical educational program, we offer students a unique opportunity to experience in vivo the value of lifelong 
learning amid cultural diversity. Students of Le Lycée Français de Los Angeles are expected to achieve the 
following skills: 

 
1. Critical Thinking: 

• Analyze problems from numerous perspectives 

• Use a variety of research modalities in their analysis 

• Approach problems through dialectic, Socratic dialogue 
2. Multilingual Communication: 

• Communicate effectively and have an excellent command of French and English, Spanish, 
or German (or other languages) 

• Demonstrate knowledge of important literary and cultural contributions associated with 
these languages 

3. College Readiness: 
• Be ready, willing, and able to join a fruitful college life and a successful professional 

workforce 
4. Independent and Self-Directed Learners: 

• Work effectively alone or collaboratively 

• Maintain and appreciate self-discipline 
5. Cultural Sensitivity: 

• Work effectively in a multicultural environment 

• Respect the rights of others 

• Empathize with the plight of others 
6. Social Consciousness: 

• Demonstrate awareness of current social issues 

• Engage in improving their communities 
7. Lifelong Enrichment: 

  Demonstrate the love of music, the arts, physical fitness, and good nutrition 
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2018-2019 HIGH SCHOOL CURRICULUM 
FRENCH SCHOOL PROGRAM  

 
 

 
 

9TH
 GRADE

 10TH
 GRADE

 

 
Art 
Chemistry/Physics I 
Computer Literacy I 
English I (or ESL) 
French Adv. I 
General Science 
Mathematics (Geometry) 
Music Appreciation or Band I 
Physical Education 
Spanish I (or German I or Chinese I) 
Technology 
World History/Geography I  
 
Chinese-Mandarin (Elective) 
Cinema I (Elective) 
Drama I (English) (Elective) 
French Tutoring* (Elective) 
Greek I (Elective) 
Latin I (Elective) 
Math Tutoring* (Elective) 
 
 

 
Biology I 
Chemistry/Physics II 
Economics I 
English II (or ESL ) 
French Adv. II 
Mathematics (Algebra II/Trigonometry) 
Physical Education 
Spanish II (or German II or Chinese II) 
World History/Geography II  
 
AP Capstone Seminar (Elective) 
AP Human Geography (Elective) 
AP Studio Art (Elective) 
Band II (Elective) 
Chinese-Mandarin (Elective) 
Cinema II (Elective) 
Drama II (English) (Elective) 
Drama II (French) (Elective) 
French Tutoring* (Elective) 
Greek II (Elective) 
Introduction to Engineering I (Elective) 
Latin II (Elective) 
Math Tutoring* (Elective) 
SAT * (Elective)  

 
* No grade issued  
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3ÈME (9TH GRADE) French School Program 
Art 

During this last year, the students will reuse the techniques learned the past years and create more personal 
methods of expression in choosing the techniques they want use. They will create 2D and 3D projects showing 
their intentions, inspired mostly by the creations of the twentieth and twenty- first centuries through themes 
using personal points of view, conceptual ideas, repetition, parody of a masterpiece, installation, and land art. 
Following the projects, they will discuss their projects and share their ideas with others, also finding pieces 
from the other students displayed in the class. They will also discover examples of masterpieces taken from the 
history of art related to the theme they just studied. Interdisciplinary projects and lessons are created, known as 
Histoire des Arts. A theme is selected every year, and the students will work on it in every subject in 
preparation for the oral exam required in ninth grade at the end of the year. 
 
Chemistry/Physics I 

This course familiarizes students with the basic concepts of chemistry and physics. Among the major topics 
learned are atomic structure, chemical and physical reactions, motion, energy, force, weight, light and electricity, 
and an introduction to direct and alternating currents. The chemistry portion of this course focuses on the 
study and classification of different materials and metals in our environment and on knowing how to describe 
them and their properties. Students will also learn about specific chemical behaviors and reactions with water 
and will be instructed about the dangers of combustions. The physics section of this course addresses the 
concept of motion, how it may be modified, and how objects may become distorted as well as the concept of 
light and image formation. There will be a test at the end of each chapter and reports on the experiments. 
 
Computer Literacy I 

This course is project oriented; students will learn document design skills that they will use with Office 
software, such as Microsoft Office, in conjunction with the Internet. They will also learn how to evaluate the 
accuracy and reliability of information available on the Internet. They will then use these skills to produce a 
presentation with an accompanying document set on a collage of their choice. In the second semester, students 
will learn more advanced design and data skills as they work on a case study such as the stock market. In this 
endeavor they will perform research, collecting, creating, and organizing data, to produce and deliver a 
presentation with appropriate data, graphs, and charts. 

 
English I or ESL 
English I 

This class consists of three components: writing, public speaking, and reading. During the writing portion, 
students will write and revise several literary, persuasive, and reflection essays. Students will learn to edit essays 
with focus on paragraph formation, transitions, employing quotations and grammar issues such as sentence 
structure and proper punctuation. Readings cover a large portion of literary history and include The Odyssey, 
Romeo and Juliet, A Catcher in the Rye, and 1984, among other renowned texts. Class discussion plays a key role in 
the prewriting stages of the students’ writing. Students will also memorize poetry, act out Shakespeare, and 
work on other less traditional assessments. 
 

ESL 

ESL, from grades 6 through 12, is a student-oriented course designed for each student’s particular needs. 
Learners will be introduced to structures and vocabulary through the linguistic skills of listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing. The teacher, along with the students, will explore the language through the study of 
authentic material and activities. The ultimate goal of this class is to transfer students to mainstream English 
class as soon the ESL teacher, in conjunction with the regular English class teacher, deems the student ready. 
Because of the small number of students per ESL class, the teacher is able to differentiate the teaching methods 
to meet each student’s need. For example, a student struggling with writing would be given a modified version 
of the assignment that would still be challenging but more appropriate for his current skill set. By the end of 
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the school year, English learners will be able to communicate in a variety of situations for different purposes. 
For instance, they will converse about themselves and their lives and about everyday topics. They will simulate 
real-life situations (create a travel brochure, make a short movie after the reading of a novel, create a CD with 
songs illustrating the main themes of the novel). The students will also learn to state their opinions about a 
given topic and participate in small debates. They will be proficient in analyzing short articles, short stories, and 
level-appropriate novels. They will write complete sentences, a standard paragraph, and short essays. For more 
advanced classes and levels such as ninth, tenth, and eleventh grades, the students will study level-appropriate 
novels. Students will read and respond to several novels, along with selected short stories, poems, drama, and 
nonfiction. Students’ responses will center on both literary analysis and appreciation, expressed though 
organized writing, projects, and oral presentations. 
 
French Advanced I 
This class consists of four components (grammar, writing, oral expression and reading) and prepares students 
for the Brevet des Collèges exam. The course also aims to give the students every tool needed for textual 
analysis in 10th grade and ultimately for the French Baccalauréat. In grammar, students will learn about the 
implicit form and will review all principal rules of vocabulary, conjugation, and syntax. Students will also learn 
the argumentative discourse in writing. The reading portion of this course will also cover a large swath of 
literature. Specifically, students will read Antigone from Jean Anouilh, La Planète des singes from Pierre Boulle and 
Le Grand Meaulnes from Alain-Fournier. Students will also become acquainted with the cultural contexts of the 
works read and will acquire the concepts and terminology of textual analysis. Class discussion is a vital 
component of this course. 
 
General Science 
This course enables students to broaden their knowledge of human biology as they learn about cellular activity 
and genetics. It will also include instruction on the immune system’s function and how our body operates with 
or without defense mechanisms, addressing the importance of proper nutrition. Emphasis will also be placed on 
learning how Earth and its biosphere have evolved since the Big Bang. The final section of this course is 
dedicated to the human being’s role in conserving the environment. Students will be evaluated in the form of 
quizzes or tests. 
 
Mathematics (Geometry) 
The curriculums of 7th, 8th and 9th grade are regrouped under the name of "Cycle 4" beginning in the 2016 
school year. This course includes Functions, Statistics, Probability, Arithmetic, Algebra, Geometry, Algorithm 
and programming. The Algebra and Statistics portion of this course will include emphasis on perfect square 
trinomials and the difference of two squares, equations, in-equations, radicals, rational numbers, linear 
functions, proportionality, prime numbers and the median and range of a statistical sequence . Students will 
learn about space and plane geometry, trigonometry in a right triangle, Thales’ Theorem, Congruent triangles, 
plane transformations, plane sections through three dimensional objects, area and volume of a sphere, similar 
figures, composed magnitudes, Rectangular coordinates and Spherical coordinates in Space. In Probability, 
Students will learn to determine the probability of events in different situations. The part Algorithm and 
Programming will be studied throughout the year in relation to the other parts of the curriculum or in a problem 
solving context, when its usefulness is warranted. Students will use, where appropriate, a scientific calculator 
and/or an approved graphing calculator, a computer spreadsheet program, programming computer software 
(“Scratch”), computer software of dynamic geometry for exploration and problem solving. At the end of each 
chapter, students will be evaluated based on their performance on the exercises provided by the Brevet des 
Collèges, an examination which they will have to take at the end of the school year, in order to ensure a smooth 
transition into the tenth grade year. Emphasis is placed on the rigor of reasoning and clarity of proofs as well as 
on the quality of written expression. Moreover, the students of 9th grade work on an interdisciplinary project 
(EPI) with sciences, sports and math. The EPI will be used to evaluate a part of the brevet des colleges exam at 
the end of the year. 
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Music Appreciation or Band I 
Music Appreciation 

The classroom instruction is dedicated to developing students’ ability to sing, read, and play music. Students 
will play different instruments; the selection of instruments used in the ninth grade includes bass, guitar, drums, 
and keyboard. The music class is also dedicated to listening activities and learning the history of music 
(European and American). The classes are also connected to our orientation program: All of the ninth graders 
will make a common project: they will organize a concert at the high school campus (supervised by the music 
teacher). They will learn the many music jobs, the music business, and the role of each individual in the process 
of a concert and its organization. Each student will have a “job” to contribute to the project; they will work in a 
group, and students of different classes will have to communicate to make it work on the day of the show. 
They are in charge of everything, from the creation of posters to the stage decoration, lighting, presentation of 
the show, and so on. 
 
Band I 

Band class is a small ensemble course of instruction for students who wish to experience all the facets of 
playing, rehearsing, and performing with a rock band. In rock band class, students experience what it is like to 
perform together as a group. They will have to be able to play their part well enough to listen to the other 
members of the group and focus on some of the more peripheral aspects of being in a band. They will learn 
equipment setup and settings, stage presence, teamwork, responsibility, and much more! Each band consists of 
three or more musicians. Players of all instruments are welcome to participate in rock band class. Anyone with 
minimal instrument skills can audition to be part of the band. Le Lycée provides the rehearsal space for the 
bands and the instruments. Students are also welcome to bring their own instrument. Each band rehearses a 
number of songs under the guidance of the faculty members at LFLA. The culmination of rock band class is a 
concert at the high school campus early March in front of all the high school students, teachers, and staff and a 
concert at Theater Raymond Kabbaz mid-May when students have the opportunity to perform at the Spring 
Musical Afternoon program. This is a sold-out event! 
 
Physical Education 

The goal of the Physical Education program is to provide students with opportunities to acquire the knowledge 
and skills necessary to become a physically educated person. Students will learn to appreciate and understand 
the value of Physical Education and its relationship to a healthy, active lifestyle. Students will also develop the 
skills and knowledge necessary to participate successfully in lifetime activities as well as team and individual 
sports. All courses will emphasize the importance of safety, cooperation and sportsmanship. 
 
Spanish I, or German I, or Chinese I 
Spanish I 

This course incorporates four principal components: grammar, lexical and thematic orientation, oral and 
written comprehension, and oral and written expression. In grammar, students will study the principal tenses 
and will be able to express themselves in the present, past, and future. They will study the principal elements 
that can compose a sentence (articles, nouns, adjectives, verbs, adverbs, etc.) and their relation in sentence 
structure. In terms of lexical and thematic orientation, students will learn vocabulary classified by themes and 
will be able to use those words in their own sentences. In the oral and written comprehension section of this 
course, students will comprehend brief and simple interventions and micro texts. Finally, in the oral and written 
expression portion of this course, students will learn how to engage in fluid conversations and how to write 
sentences using all of the vocabulary and grammar rules previously learned. This college preparatory course is 
the first in a series of Spanish courses offered in Le Lycée Français de Los Angeles. It emphasizes the 
development of basic language and comprehension skills in listening, reading, writing, and speaking Spanish. 
Students will study both the vocabulary and grammar structures of the language as well as the cultures of 
Spanish-speaking people throughout the world. 
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German I 
The class is designed for the third year of German. Everyday German is taught through a situational approach 
of vocabulary covering topics of interest to 9th graders such as "cultural exchanges", "sports", "feelings", 
"media", etc. Grammar is taught as a tool necessary to expand the students’ level of performance and items 
such as the subordinate clauses, declension of the article and adjective, conjugation in the present, future, 
perfect and preterite tenses as well as the subjunctive mode are developed in a practical context with 
immediate applications. General progression is organized in units within a situational and functional 
framework. Audiovisual German material is frequently used. The curriculum includes “All German” 
immersion sequences with selected German movies, in particular in relation to the “Histoire des Arts” multi-
subject theme. The general cultural framework is based on the theme “Here and elsewhere”. Upon 
completion of the course, students should master linguistic functional topics such as "making a report about 
an event", "writing a letter", "writing a resume", "writing a journal", "expressing your feelings and opinions", 
etc. The level expected upon completion of the class is A2/B1 according to the “European framework of 
reference for foreign languages”. 
 
Chinese I  
This beginner’s course is designed to establish a foundation in all language skills in relation to the study of 
Mandarin Chinese. Emphasis is placed on the building of language-learning skills that can be applied in any 
future study of a world language. Particular attention is given to learning to differentiate tones and the 
subtleties of Chinese pronunciation and to learning the fundamentals of character writing. The course 
introduces students to basic practical vocabulary and idiomatic expressions and the development of simple 
conversational skills. Students are introduced to the culture, customs, and history of China. The course 
delivery is interactive and experiential, encouraging active participation. This course is the first year program 
of Baccalauréat Chinois. The level expected upon completion of the class is A1 according to the European 
framework of reference for foreign languages. 
 
Technology 
This course will allow the student to understand the study and conception of technical objects at their 
comprehension level as well as the necessity of an environmental approach. The class will focus around the 
topic of the "Transportation". It will allow the students to define the nature of the technical object, its 
characteristics and its use, its features, its evolution, the materials used in its manufacture and the energies 
implemented for its operation. The class will learn technical vocabulary and basic techniques of transmission 
and transformation of a movement, guidance, and speed. 
 
World History/Geography I  
In the History course, students will study the twentieth century and the beginning of the twenty-first century. 
Specifically, students will first learn about the scientific and technological transformations over the century. Then 
they will study World War I as the first industrialized, brutal war. Totalitarianism will then be analyzed through 
the examples of the Soviet and Nazi regimes in the 1930s. They will then move on to World War II (1939–1945) 
and the Cold War (1947–1991), which divided the world into two antagonistic blocks: liberal vs. communism. 
Students will learn about the implosion of the USSR and the revolutions and terrorism that followed and will 
examine the major political and social evolution that occurred in France throughout the past century. In the 
geography portion of this course, students will study the French population, the spatial organization of the 
French territory, and how France integrates into the European Union. In Civics, we will cover the institutions of 
the French Republic, the different ways to participate in the community as a citizen, and the organization of the 
French defense. These different studies will be achieved through the use of multiple media: text documents, 
maps, statistical data, a variety of iconographic documents, and several archive-based documentaries. 
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Electives 9th Grade FSP  
See Electives Index for Course Descriptions 

 
Chinese-Mandarin (Specific level enrollment based on Chinese proficiency) 
Cinema I (Elective) 
Drama I English (Elective) 
French Tutoring (Elective) * Not Graded 
Greek I (Elective) 
Latin I (Elective) 
Math Tutoring (Elective) *Not Graded 
 

 

Seconde (10TH GRADE) French School Program 
 
Biology I 

This course is a continuation of ninth grade Biology and incorporates discussion and laboratory experiments 
designed to further develop students’ knowledge of biology and geology. Among the various topics presented is 
human physiology, in which students will learn basic concepts in sport physiology including cells and DNA. 
Students will also study simple organisms including protist, fungi, and vegetal and animal cells. Emphasis will 
be placed on the environment and the role humans play in conserving it. An explanation of our climate and its 
changes will also take place. Finally, students will conduct a variety of experiments and make observations to 
complement their learning. 
 
Chemistry/Physics II 

This course incorporates lecture, discussion, and integrated laboratory experiments designed to further develop 
students’ knowledge of chemistry and physics. Among the various topics presented are atomic, molecular, and 
chemical structures; chemical quantities and reactions; periodicity; stoichiometry; bonding; and equilibrium. 
Students will also learn about the extraction of natural products, their characterization, and their synthesis. The 
constitution of the atom, which leads to the periodic classification of the elements, will also be studied. The 
physics portion of the course will include an exploration of the universe with regard to the distance between 
atoms, stars, and galaxies. The concepts of light, motion, and measures of time will also be revisited. Students 
will be introduced to Newton’s principle of inertia and the law of universal gravitation. The final part of the 
course will include the behavior of gases and the concepts of pressure, volume, and temperature. 

 

Economics I 

Students will gain an understanding of the basic functions of their current economic and social environment. 
The course covers four chapters: “Production,” “Consumption,” “Market Analysis,” and “Labor Market and 
Unemployment.” Students will be able to extract and interpret information derived from charts, graphs, and 
other statistical measures. 

 
English II or ESL 
English II 

In this course, word analysis, reading, and comprehension will be covered through several short stories and 
poems, five novels, and two plays. The students will be able to identify the literal and figurative meanings of 
words, apply etymological and morphological knowledge to word meanings, and develop critical-thinking skills 
such as synthesizing the content and ideas from several sources by a single author, producing evidence of 
comprehension by quoting the text. Students will also analyze characters, plot, time and sequence 
(foreshadowing and flashbacks), themes, literary elements, and point of view, and they will be able to 
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understand the literary elements in depth as an aid to reading and creating expressive discourse of their own. In 
addition, students will be able to write coherent essays that convey a well-defined perspective and tightly 
reasoned argument; expository, persuasive, and descriptive compositions; and short stories. At the end of the 
course, students will be able to deliver focused and coherent presentations of their creation that convey clear 
and distinct perspectives and solid reasoning. Students will also learn to use gestures, tone, and vocabulary 
tailored to a specific audience and purpose. Finally, students will be introduced to the basics of translation and 
will work on reading and comprehending questions specifically designed for the “sujets annales de 
Baccalaureate. 

 
ESL 

ESL, from grades 6 through 12, is a student-oriented course designed for each student’s particular needs. 
Learners will be introduced to structures and vocabulary through the linguistic skills of listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing. The teacher, along with the students, will explore the language through the study of 
authentic material and activities. The ultimate goal of this class is to transfer students to mainstream English 
class as soon the ESL teacher, in conjunction with the regular English class teacher, deems the student ready. 
Because of the small number of students per ESL class, the teacher is able to differentiate the teaching methods 
to meet each student’s need. For example, a student struggling with writing would be given a modified version 
of the assignment that would still be challenging but more appropriate for his current skill set. By the end of the 
school year, English learners will be able to communicate in a variety of situations for different purposes. For 
instance, they will converse about themselves and their lives and about everyday topics. They will simulate real-
life situations (create a travel brochure, make a short movie after the reading of a novel, create a CD with songs 
illustrating the main themes of the novel). The students will also learn to state their opinions about a given topic 
and participate in small debates. They will be proficient in analyzing short articles, short stories, and level-
appropriate novels. They will write complete sentences, a standard paragraph, and short essays. For more 
advanced classes and levels such as ninth, tenth, and eleventh grades, the students will study level-appropriate 
novels. Students will read and respond to several novels, along with selected short stories, poems, drama, and 
nonfiction. Students’ responses will center on both literary analysis and appreciation, expressed though 
organized writing, projects, and oral presentations. 
 
French Advanced II 

This course will introduce students to the history of French and European literature (with emphasis on the 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries). Through the study of literary extracts and complete works, the students will 
be required to identify the most important literature genres (novel, poetry, autobiography, essay, and theater) as 
well as the different tones in a text (ironic, pathetic, tragic, comic, epic, polemic, etc.). The course will be divided 
into five sections: poetry, argumentation, novel, literary movement, and theater. Three types of written works 
will be mastered at the end of the year: literary analysis, literary essays, and creative writing (apologue, parody, 
expansion, continuation, discussion, dialogue, etc.). Students will understand and apply major literary terms for 
stylistic analysis. The topics of different points of view, reported speeches, tropes, versification, connotation, 
and denotation will also be addressed. 
 
Mathematics (Algebra II/ Trigonometry) 
This course includes Statistics and Probability, Functions and Geometry, Algorithm, Programming and 
mathematical notations and Logic. In Statistics and Probability, students will learn how to make a numerical 
summary of a statistical sequence by one or several measures of central tendency (mean, median and quartiles), 
to conceive and make simple simulations, to exploit and analyze critically the result of a sampling, to compute 
the probability of an event and the probability of the reunion or the intersection of two events. In Functions, 
students will learn about number sets, domain, and variation direction, maximum and minimum. They will study 
common functions (linear (review), square, reciprocal), quadratic and homographic functions, Trigonometric 
circle, sinus and cosinus of a real number, equations, in-equations, System of two linear equations with two 
unknown quantities. The objective of this part is for the student to be able to solve problems where the solution 
comes back to an equation of the type f(x) = k or an equation of the type f(x) > k and/or optimization 
problems. The Geometry portion of the course will include Space Geometry (incidence and parallelism), Plane 
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Geometry (Review and Plane Transformations), Vectors ( definition, equality , x and y components in a 
coordinates plane, sum , scalar multiplication, Chasles relation), Analytic Geometry (distance of two points using 
rectangular coordinates, midpoint of a line segment, equation of a line, systems ). Algorithm and Programming, 
mathematical notations and Logic will be studied throughout the year in relation to the other parts when their 
usefulness is warranted. Throughout the course, students will be challenged to solve problems using different 
strategies; configurations of the plan, analytic geometry or functions and will use, where appropriate, a scientific 
calculator and/or an approved graphing calculator, a computer spreadsheet program, a programming computer 
software (“ Python”), a computer software of dynamic geometry for exploration and problem solving.. Students 
will be evaluated at the end of each chapter via tests and quizzes. An approved graphing calculator is required. 
For the Baccalaureate Examination, beginning in 2019, these graphing calculators must have the built-in 
capability to be set up in “Exam Mode”. 
 
Physical Education 

The goal of the Physical Education program is to provide students with opportunities to acquire the knowledge 
and skills necessary to become a physically educated person. Students will learn to appreciate and understand 
the value of Physical Education and its relationship to a healthy, active lifestyle. Students will also develop the 
skills and knowledge necessary to participate successfully in lifetime activities as well as team and individual 
sports. All courses will emphasize the importance of safety, cooperation and sportsmanship. 
 
Spanish II, or German II, or Chinese II  
Spanish II 

This course is a continuation of Spanish I. The linguistic goal for this year consists of helping the students to 
master oral and written communication. Students will study the present, past, and future tenses and will be able 
to use simple and complex sentences. Students will be able to participate in more complex conversations and 
be able to write paragraphs using all the vocabulary and the grammatical rules previously learned. Students will 
also learn vocabulary studying different types of written and/or visual documents including texts, paintings, 
pictures, advertisements, comics, and movie extracts. They will learn the elements that compose a sentence 
(articles, nouns, adjectives, verbs, adverbs, and so on) and their relation in sentence structure. Finally, students 
will be introduced to culture and civilization of Spanish-speaking countries. Students will study Spain and other 
Spanish-speaking countries, along with their geographical and cultural specificities. This college preparatory 
course is a continuation of the skills learned in Academic Spanish 1–2 P. Through communicative activities in 
the target language, language skills and content will be expanded and refined. This course emphasizes 
meaningful communication in Spanish, and students continue to study both the vocabulary and grammar 
structures of the language. To meet this goal, readings become progressively longer, and more time is allocated 
to written composition. 
 
German II 

Vocabulary is taught with a thematic and situational approach through texts, short stories, German magazines, 
and newspaper/Internet articles. Various aspects of the German culture are developed. The cultural framework 
is based on notions of memories, belonging to a community, and visions of the future. Audiovisual German 
material is frequently used. The curriculum includes all-German immersion sequences with selected German 
movies. Grammar is studied in detail to prepare the students for an independent approach (autonomy) by the 
end of the course. Topics reviewed are independent and subordinate clauses, expression of cause and effect, 
declension of the pronoun and the adjective, localization, subjunctive I and II, and so on. The functional 
approach covers topics such as hypothesis, logical relations, doubt, suggestion, and argumentation. The students 
begin to prepare for the French Baccalaureate examination (comprehension and expression) in both written and 
spoken formats. Upon completion of the course, students have acquired basic training for most Baccalaureate 
test formats. They are able to understand a text of general interest. They can write text summary and short 
essays in German. They are able to do a short oral presentation of a document or theme, comment on a text, 
and answer questions in German in writing and spoken form. The level expected upon completion of the class 
is A2-B1 according to the European framework of reference for foreign languages. 
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Chinese II  
Chinese II is designed to reinforce the foundation in all language skills in relation to the study of Mandarin 
Chinese previously acquired last year. Emphasis will be placed on daily activity dialogues, and the reading and 
writing Chinese characters. The spoken language remains the focus, but students will also further expand their 
vocabulary and foundation in reading and writing characters, with special attention paid to learning common 
radicals. At the end of the course, students will be able to use essential spoken and written forms of the Chinese 
language to clearly and to effectively communicate their ideas, such as daily life, hobbies, leisure, weather, etc. 
Key components of Chinese culture will continue to be emphasized. The course delivery is interactive and 
experiential, and encourages active participation. 
 

World History-Geography II  

In the history portion of this course, students will first analyze the place of Europeans in the world population, 
particularly in the nineteenth century. The birth of the notions of democracy and citizenship in Ancient Athens 
and the Roman Empire will be explored. The students will learn about how the European vision of the world 
expanded throughout the fifteenth century, and about the Renaissance through some remarkable figures of the 
sixteenth century. The course will end with the study of the French Revolution and the rise of European 
nationalism. In the geography portion of the course, students will learn about sustainability and the challenge to 
meet the needs of a growing world population, particularly in food and water. They will also study the 
specificities of the Arctic area and the regions exposed to high risks. In civics, students will research using 
newspapers and various media, and prepare debates regarding important social questions related to law and 
rights. The different studies will be achieved through the use of multiple media: text documents, maps, 
statistical data, and a variety of iconographic documents, documentaries, podcasts, and news and magazine 
articles. 

 
Electives 10th Grade FSP  

See AP Offerings and Electives Index for Course Descriptions 
 

AP Capstone Seminar (Elective)  
AP Human Geography (Elective)  
AP Studio Art (Elective) 
Band II (Elective) 
Chinese- Mandarin (Specific level enrollment based on Chinese proficiency) 
Cinema II (Elective) 
Drama II (English Elective) 
Drama II (French Elective) 

French Tutoring (Elective) * Not Graded 
Greek II (Elective) 
Introduction to Engineering I (Elective)  
Latin II (Elective) 
Math Tutoring (Elective) * Not Graded 
SAT (Elective) * Not Graded 
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HIGH SCHOOL CURRICULUM 
FRENCH SCHOOL PROGRAM – CLASSIC BAC 

 

11TH
 GRADE CLASSIC FRENCH BAC 

HUMANITIES SECTION (L) ECONOMICS SECTION (ES) SCIENTIFIC SECTION (S) 
Biology II  
English III (or ESL) 
Foreign Literature in Foreign Language 
French (AP French Language and Culture) 
French Literature  
Mathematics (Analysis) 
Physical Education 
Press Review* 
Spanish Adv. I (or German Adv. I) 
TPE (Research Project) 
World History/Geography III 
 
AP English Language and Comp. (Elective) 
AP Macroeconomics (Elective) 
AP Microeconomics (Elective) 
AP Studio Art (Elective) 
AP US History (Elective) 
Mathematics Analysis (Elective) 
Band III (Elective) 
Cinema III (Elective) 
Drama III (French) (Elective) 
Greek Adv. I (Elective) 
Latin Adv. I (Elective) 
SAT * (Elective)  
Math Tutoring* (Elective) 

Biology II  
Economics II 
English III (or ESL) 
French (AP French Language and Culture) 
Mathematics (Analysis) 
Physical Education 
Press Review* 
Spanish Adv. I (or German Adv. I) 
TPE (Research Project) 
World History/Geography III 
 
AP English Language and Comp. (Elective) 
AP Macroeconomics (Elective) 
AP Microeconomics (Elective) 
AP Studio Art (Elective) 
AP US History (Elective) 
Band III (Elective) 
Cinema III (Elective)  
Drama III (French) (Elective) 
Greek Adv. I (Elective) 
Latin Adv. I (Elective)  
SAT * (Elective)  

Biology III  
Chemistry/Physics III 
English III (or ESL) 
French (AP French Language and Culture) 
Physical Education 
Pre-Calculus (H) 
Spanish Adv. I (or German Adv. I) 
TPE (Research Project) 
World History/Geography III 
 
AP English Language and Comp. (Elective) 
AP Macroeconomics (Elective) 
AP Microeconomics (Elective) 
AP Studio Art (Elective) 
AP US History (Elective) 
Band III (Elective) 
Cinema III (Elective) 
Drama III (French) (Elective) 
Greek Adv. I (Elective) 
Latin Adv. I (Elective) 
SAT * (Elective) 
 

 

12TH
 GRADE CLASSIC FRENCH BAC 

Humanities Section (L) 
“Spécialité” Foreign Language or Math 

Economics Section (ES) 
“Spécialité” Economics or Math 

Scientific Section (S) 
“Spécialité” Math, Physics, or Biology 

College Essay Preparation * 
English IV 
Foreign Literature in Foreign Language 
French Literature 
Philosophy 
Physical Education 
Spanish Adv. II (H) or German Adv. II (H) 
US History/Government (1-year req.) 
World History/Geography IV (H) 
 

AP English Literature and Comp (Elective) 
AP Latin (Elective) 
AP Macroeconomics (Elective) 
AP Microeconomics (Elective) 
AP Studio Art (Elective) 
Band IV (Elective) 
Drama IV (French) (Elective) 
Greek Adv. II (Elective) 
Latin Adv. II (Elective) 
Pre-Calculus (H) (Elective)  

College Essay Preparation * 
Economics III (H) 
English IV 
Philosophy 
Physical Education 
Pre-Calculus (H) 
Spanish Adv. II (H) or German Adv. II (H) 
US History/Government (1-year req.) 
World History/Geography IV (H) 
 
AP English Literature and Comp (Elective) 
AP Latin (Elective) 
AP Macroeconomics (Elective) 
AP Microeconomics (Elective) 
AP Studio Art (Elective) 
Band IV (Elective) 
Drama IV (French) (Elective) 
Greek Adv. II (Elective) 
Latin Adv. II (Elective) 

College Essay Preparation * 
AP Calculus AB  
Biology IV (H) 
Chemistry/Physics IV (H) 
College Essay Preparation * 
English IV 
Philosophy 
Physical Education 
Spanish Adv. II (H) or German Adv. II (H) 
US History/Government (1-year req.) 
World History/Geography IV (H) 
 

AP English Literature and Comp (Elective) 
AP Latin (Elective) 
AP Macroeconomics (Elective) 
AP Microeconomics (Elective) 
AP Studio Art (Elective) 
Band IV (Elective) 
Drama IV (French) (Elective) 
Greek Adv. II (Elective) 
Latin Adv. II (Elective) 
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Première (11th Grade) French School Program  

Classic Baccalaureate Humanities Section (L) 
 

Biology II  

This course is a continuation of the tenth grade Biology course. It incorporates discussion to further develop 
students’ knowledge of applying biology to societal problems. Basic neural anatomy, human reproduction, 
human nutrition, and health are covered extensively. Genome and DNA are also discussed. Students will learn 
basic concepts in ecology as well as environmental considerations: they will explore wood, water, and 
agricultural production. 

 

English III or ESL 
English III 

This course is primarily geared toward introducing French School Program students to both American and 
English literature as well as to writing and teaching methodologies, preparing them for American universities. 
Specifically, students will study word derivation, relate literary works and authors to major themes and issues, 
and learn about the political, philosophical, ethical, and social influences that have shaped characters, plots, and 
themes. Students will read significant works of literature, including The Crucible by Arthur Miller, Heart of 
Darkness by Joseph Conrad, The Fountainhead by Ayn Rand, and The Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde. 
Works will be examined for appropriate and effective use of literary devices, such as plot, theme, character, 
conflict, irony, tone, mood, foreshadowing, imagery, symbolism, allusion, personification, and motif. In the 
writing portion of this course, students will learn how to develop coherent and focused essays that convey a 
tightly reasoned argument and demonstrate control of grammar and accurate spelling and punctuation; in 
addition, they will be introduced to the term paper and methods of research. Students will be expected to 
structure ideas and arguments in a sustained, persuasive manner and to support them with precise and relevant 
examples. They will be prepared to deliver oral presentations that convey clear and distinct perspectives and 
demonstrate solid reasoning and will be able to recite poems and selections from speeches or dramatic 
soliloquies. 
 
ESL 

ESL, from grades 6 through 12, is a student-oriented course designed for each student’s particular needs. 
Learners will be introduced to structures and vocabulary through the linguistic skills of listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing. The teacher, along with the students, will explore the language through the study of 
authentic material and activities. The ultimate goal of this class is to transfer students to mainstream English 
class as soon the ESL teacher, in conjunction with the regular English class teacher, deems the student ready. 
Because of the small number of students per ESL class, the teacher is able to differentiate the teaching methods 
to meet each student’s need. For example, a student struggling with writing would be given a modified version 
of the assignment that would still be challenging but more appropriate for his current skill set. By the end of 
the school year, English learners will be able to communicate in a variety of situations for different purposes. 
For instance, they will converse about themselves and their lives and about everyday topics. They will simulate 
real-life situations (create a travel brochure, make a short movie after the reading of a novel, create a CD with 
songs illustrating the main themes of the novel). The students will also learn to state their opinions about a 
given topic and participate in small debates. They will be proficient in analyzing short articles, short stories, and 
level-appropriate novels. They will write complete sentences, a standard paragraph, and short essays. For more 
advanced classes and levels such as ninth, tenth, and eleventh grades, the students will study level-appropriate 
novels. Students will read and respond to several novels, along with selected short stories, poems, drama, and 
nonfiction. Students’ responses will center on both literary analysis and appreciation, expressed through 
organized writing, projects, and oral presentations. 
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Foreign Literature in Foreign Language 

Foreign Literature in Foreign Language (LELE) is a rigorous class intended for French students who major in 
literature in eleventh and twelfth grade. The objective of this class is to expose students to the language and 
give them access to a certain level of abstraction and subtlety. The study of foreign literature will open a new 
space in which all five language skills are required. Students will also be presented with the most structuring 
realities of literature: literary movements and main themes broached by the great authors in prose, poetry, and 
drama. The main objectives are to instill in students the desire to go further in their approach of literature, to 
make them familiar with reading, and to guide them through literary analyses. 
  
French (AP French Language and Culture) 

This course will continue to develop notions studied in tenth grade French literature. The year will be divided 
into four sections: poetry, argumentation, novel, and theater. The emphasis of the class will be the sixteenth to 
the twentieth centuries in preparation for the final French literature national exam (the Baccalaureate) at the 
end of eleventh grade. Each class unit will be organized around the two parts of the final exam. One part is the 
oral section, in which students must analyze and understand about 25 texts so they can answer in an organized 
and structured way any questions asked during the oral exam at the end of the year. The oral exam consists of a 
20-minute oral presentation on a specific topic chosen by the examiner. Among the 25 extracts of major literary 
works, between three and five complete works will be studied. For the written section of the exam, students 
must be able to master the three different types of written essays they learned since the tenth grade and will 
have four hours to write one of the following essay forms of their choice: literary essay, literary analysis, or 
creative writing. 

 
French Literature 
The French Ministry of Education chooses the program and the works for this course. The year (2018-2019) is 
divided into two domains: “Literature and Vocabulary of the Image” with Mme de Lafayette, La Princesse de 
Montpensier, 1662 and the film by Bertrand Tavernier, 2010, and “Reading, Writing, and Publishing” with Victor 
Hugo, Hernani, 1830. In preparation for the French Baccalaureate, two questions on a selected piece will be 
asked on the final exam for the “Baccalaureate littéraire,” and students will be given two hours to answer the 
questions in a structured and organized manner. 

 
Mathematics (Analysis)  
This course includes algebra and analysis, statistics and probability, algorithmic and mathematical notations, and 
logic. In algebra and analysis, students will study quadratic equations and inequalities, square root function, 
cubic function, differentiation (definition of a tangent line; derivative function; derivatives of common 
functions; derivative of a sum, a product, and a ratio; derivative and variation direction; derivative and extrema), 
percentages (evolution and percentages, successive increases or decreases), and sequences (definitions, 
increasing and decreasing sequences, arithmetic and geometric sequences, exponential and linear growth). In 
statistics, students will learn to compute and interpret the variance and standard deviation of a statistical 
sequence as well as to draw and interpret a box diagram. The probability section includes discrete random 
variable, expectation, repetition of identical and independent experiments, Bernoulli distribution, binomial 
distribution, binomial coefficients, expectation of a binomially distributed random variable, and sampling 
(utilization of the binomial distribution to make a decision based on a frequency, confidence interval). 
Algorithmic and mathematical notations and logic will be studied throughout the year in relation to the other 
parts of the course when their usefulness is warranted. Throughout the course, students will use, where 
appropriate, a graphic calculator, a spreadsheet program, and computer software of dynamic geometry for 
exploration and problem solving. Students will be evaluated at the end of each chapter via tests and quizzes. A 
graphic calculator (TI 83+) is required. 
 
Physical Education 
The goal of the Physical Education program is to provide students with opportunities to acquire the knowledge 
and skills necessary to become a physically educated person. Students will learn to appreciate and understand 
the value of Physical Education and its relationship to a healthy, active lifestyle. Students will also develop the 
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skills and knowledge necessary to participate successfully in lifetime activities as well as team and individual 
sports. All courses will emphasize the importance of safety, cooperation and sportsmanship.  

 
Press Review * (Not Graded) 
 
Spanish Advanced I or German Advanced I  
Spanish Advanced I 

This course is designed to polish and strengthen students’ proficiency in Spanish. Students continue to receive 
advanced instruction in vocabulary and pronunciation, grammatical structure, and written and oral expressions. 
The four language skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing are further reinforced through classroom 
dialogues and conversations. Students will also learn how to express thinking nuances using logical links such as 
además, primero, luego, después, and so on. There is an added emphasis on the history, literature, and 
economic and social structures of the language. Students become very familiar with the civilization of Spanish-
speaking countries and learn to develop a sense of appreciation for their cultures. 

 
German Advanced I 
A significant portion of the course is devoted to the preparation and training for the French Baccalaureate 
(written and spoken formats). Vocabulary is taught with a thematic approach through texts, newspaper/Internet 
articles, and audiovisual documents. The themes include the notions of myths and heroes, spaces and 
exchanges, places and forms of power, and the idea of progress, which are to be developed in the twelfth grade 
French School Program for the Baccalaureate examination. Grammar topics are reviewed systematically as they 
appear in the documents and according to students’ needs. Audiovisual German material is frequently used. The 
curriculum includes all-German immersion sequences with selected German movies. The students are taught to 
make lengthier presentations, write longer essays, and acquire a more intellectual approach of the German 
culture. They are required to read literature pieces such as short stories, parts of novels, and poems. Beyond 
comprehension of the texts and materials, the functional approach consists in preparing the students to express 
critical views in various areas. Upon completion of the course, the students have acquired general training for 
the Baccalaureate test. They are able to understand a complex text (articles, literature) and a recorded document. 
They can write text summary and structured essays in German. They are able to make an oral presentation of a 
document, comment on a text, and answer questions in German. The level expected upon completion of the 
class is B1-B2 according to the European framework of reference for foreign languages. 
 

TPE (Research Project) 
 
World History/Geography III  

In the history section, students will start the academic year by studying economic growth from 1850 until now 
to analyze the world in which they are living. They will then study the two world wars, the Cold War, and the 
totalitarian regimes in Germany, Italy, and the Soviet Union in the twentieth century. Students will study the 
processes of colonization and decolonization in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries as well as the 
progressive installation, in France, of the Republic political regime between the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries. In the geography section, students will study the French territory and the ways the French people are 
using and living in it. Particular emphasis will be placed on town and country planning, the importance of cities 
and metropolis, and the different types of migratory flows. Students will also study the current influences of 
both Europe and France in the world. 
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Electives 11th Grade FSP Classic BAC Humanities Section (L) 
See AP Offerings and Electives Index for Course Descriptions 

 
AP English Language and Composition (Elective)  
AP Macroeconomics (Elective) 
AP Microeconomics (Elective)  
AP Studio Art (Elective) 
AP US History (Elective) 
Mathematics Analysis (Elective)  
Band III (Elective) 
Cinema III (Elective) 
Drama III (French Elective) 
Greek Advanced I (Elective) 
Latin Advanced I (Elective) 
SAT (Elective) * Not Graded 
Math Tutoring (Elective) * Not Graded  
 
 

Première (11th Grade) French School Program   

Classic Baccalaureate Economics Section (ES)  
 
Biology II  

This course is a continuation of the tenth grade Biology course. It incorporates discussion to further develop 
students’ knowledge of applying biology to societal problems. Basic neural anatomy, human reproduction, 
human nutrition, and health are covered extensively. Genome and DNA are also discussed. Students will learn 
basic concepts in ecology as well as environmental considerations: they will explore wood, water, and 
agricultural production. 

 
Economics II 
This course is a continuation of Economics I and aims to help students have a better understanding of how the 
economy and society are structured and regulated. The course covers six chapters: “Production,” “Market 
Analysis,” “Money and Financing,” “State Intervention and Regulation,” “Socialization,” and “Social 
Networks.” All of these topics will be thoroughly examined. Great emphasis will be placed on learning the 
various contributions of theorists such as Smith, Keynes, Friedman, and Durkheim. Students will be able to 
extract and interpret information derived from charts and graphs as well as use statistical measures such as 
percentage, indexes, or average annual growth rate. 

 

English III or ESL 
English III 

This course is primarily geared toward introducing French School Program students to both American and 
English literature, as well as to writing and teaching methodologies, preparing them for American universities. 
Specifically, students will study word derivation, relate literary works and authors to major themes and issues, and 
learn about the political, philosophical, ethical, and social influences that have shaped characters, plots, and 
themes. Students will read significant works of literature, including The Crucible by Arthur Miller, Heart of Darkness 
by Joseph Conrad, The Fountainhead by Ayn Rand, and The Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde. Works will 
be examined for appropriate and effective use of literary devices, such as plot, theme, character, conflict, irony, 
tone, mood, foreshadowing, imagery, symbolism, allusion, personification, and motif. In the writing portion of 
this course, students will learn how to develop coherent and focused essays that convey a tightly reasoned 
argument and demonstrate control of grammar and accurate spelling and punctuation; in addition, they will be 
introduced to the term paper and methods of research. Students will be expected to structure ideas and 
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arguments in a sustained, persuasive manner and to support them with precise and relevant examples. They will 
be prepared to deliver oral presentations that convey clear and distinct perspectives and demonstrate solid 
reasoning and will be able to recite poems and selections from speeches or dramatic soliloquies. 
 
ESL 
ESL, from grades 6 through 12, is a student-oriented course designed for each student’s particular needs. 
Learners will be introduced to structures and vocabulary through the linguistic skills of listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing. The teacher, along with the students, will explore the language through the study of 
authentic material and activities. The ultimate goal of this class is to transfer students to mainstream English 
class as soon the ESL teacher, in conjunction with the regular English class teacher, deems the student ready. 
Because of the small number of students per ESL class, the teacher is able to differentiate the teaching methods 
to meet each student’s need. For example, a student struggling with writing would be given a modified version 
of the assignment that would still be challenging but more appropriate for his current skill set. By the end of the 
school year, English learners will be able to communicate in a variety of situations for different purposes. For 
instance, they will converse about themselves and their lives and about everyday topics. They will simulate real-
life situations (create a travel brochure, make a short movie after the reading of a novel, create a CD with songs 
illustrating the main themes of the novel). The students will also learn to state their opinions about a given topic 
and participate in small debates. They will be proficient in analyzing short articles, short stories, and level-
appropriate novels. They will write complete sentences, a standard paragraph, and short essays. For more 
advanced classes and levels such as ninth, tenth, and eleventh grades, the students will study level-appropriate 
novels. Students will read and respond to several novels, along with selected short stories, poems, drama, and 
nonfiction. Students’ responses will center on both literary analysis and appreciation, expressed though 
organized writing, projects, and oral presentations. 
 
French (AP French Language and Culture) 

This course will continue to develop notions studied in tenth grade French literature. The year will be divided 
into four sections: poetry, argumentation, novel, and theater. The emphasis of the class will be the sixteenth to 
the twentieth centuries in preparation for the final French literature national exam (the Baccalaureate) at the 
end of eleventh grade. Each class unit will be organized around the two parts of the final exam. One part is the 
oral section, in which students must analyze and understand about 25 texts so they can answer in an organized 
and structured way any questions asked during the oral exam at the end of the year. The oral exam consists of a 
20-minute oral presentation on a specific topic chosen by the examiner. Among the 25 extracts of major literary 
works, between three and five complete works will be studied. For the written section of the exam, students 
must be able to master the three different types of written essays they learned since the tenth grade and will 
have four hours to write one of the following essay forms of their choice: literary essay, literary analysis, or 
creative writing. 

 
Mathematics (Analysis)  
This course includes algebra and analysis, statistics and probability, algorithmic and mathematical notations, and 
logic. In algebra and analysis, students will study quadratic equations and inequalities, square root function, 
cubic function, differentiation (definition of a tangent line; derivative function; derivatives of common 
functions; derivative of a sum, a product, and a ratio; derivative and variation direction; derivative and extrema), 
percentages (evolution and percentages, successive increases or decreases), and sequences (definitions, 
increasing and decreasing sequences, arithmetic and geometric sequences, exponential and linear growth). In 
statistics, students will learn to compute and interpret the variance and standard deviation of a statistical 
sequence as well as to draw and interpret a box diagram. The probability section includes discrete random 
variable, expectation, repetition of identical and independent experiments, Bernoulli distribution, binomial 
distribution, binomial coefficients, expectation of a binomially distributed random variable, and sampling 
(utilization of the binomial distribution to make a decision based on a frequency, confidence interval). 
Algorithmic and mathematical notations and logic will be studied throughout the year in relation to the other 
parts of the course when their usefulness is warranted. Throughout the course, students will use, where 
appropriate, a graphic calculator, a spreadsheet program, and computer software of dynamic geometry for 
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exploration and problem solving. Students will be evaluated at the end of each chapter via tests and quizzes. A 
graphic calculator (TI 83+) is required. 
 
Physical Education 
The goal of the Physical Education program is to provide students with opportunities to acquire the knowledge 
and skills necessary to become a physically educated person. Students will learn to appreciate and understand 
the value of Physical Education and its relationship to a healthy, active lifestyle. Students will also develop the 
skills and knowledge necessary to participate successfully in lifetime activities as well as team and individual 
sports. All courses will emphasize the importance of safety, cooperation and sportsmanship.  

 
Press Review * (Not Graded) 
 
Spanish Advanced I or German Advanced I  
Spanish Advanced I 

This course is designed to polish and strengthen students’ proficiency in Spanish. Students continue to receive 
advanced instruction in vocabulary and pronunciation, grammatical structure, and written and oral expressions. 
The four language skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing are further reinforced through classroom 
dialogues and conversations. Students will also learn how to express thinking nuances using logical links such as 
además, primero, luego, después, and so on. There is an added emphasis on the history, literature, and 
economic and social structures of the language. Students become very familiar with the civilization of Spanish-
speaking countries and learn to develop a sense of appreciation for their cultures. 

 
German Advanced I 

A significant portion of the course is devoted to the preparation and training for the French Baccalaureate 
(written and spoken formats). Vocabulary is taught with a thematic approach through texts, 
newspaper/Internet articles, and audiovisual documents. The themes include the notions of myths and heroes, 
spaces and exchanges, places and forms of power, and the idea of progress, which are to be developed in the 
twelfth grade French School Program for the Baccalaureate examination. Grammar topics are reviewed 
systematically as they appear in the documents and according to students’ needs. Audiovisual German material 
is frequently used. The curriculum includes all-German immersion sequences with selected German movies. 
The students are taught to make lengthier presentations, write longer essays, and acquire a more intellectual 
approach of the German culture. They are required to read literature pieces such as short stories, parts of 
novels, and poems. Beyond comprehension of the texts and materials, the functional approach consists in 
preparing the students to express critical views in various areas. Upon completion of the course, the students 
have acquired general training for the Baccalaureate test. They are able to understand a complex text (articles, 
literature) and a recorded document. They can write text summary and structured essays in German. They are 
able to make an oral presentation of a document, comment on a text, and answer questions in German. The 
level expected upon completion of the class is B1-B2 according to the European framework of reference for 
foreign languages. 
 

TPE (Research Project) 
 
World History/Geography III  

In the history section, students will start the academic year by studying economic growth from 1850 until now 
to analyze the world in which they are living. They will then study the two world wars, the Cold War, and the 
totalitarian regimes in Germany, Italy, and the Soviet Union in the twentieth century. Students will study the 
processes of colonization and decolonization in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries as well as the 
progressive installation, in France, of the Republic political regime between the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries. In the geography section, students will study the French territory and the ways the French people are 
using and living in it. Particular emphasis will be placed on town and country planning, the importance of cities 
and metropolis, and the different types of migratory flows. Students will also study the current influences of 
both Europe and France in the world. 
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Electives 11th Grade FSP Classic BAC Economics Section (ES) 
See AP Offerings and Electives Index for Course Descriptions 

 
AP English Language and Composition (Elective)  
AP Macroeconomics (Elective) 
AP Microeconomics (Elective)  
AP Studio Art (Elective) 
AP US History (Elective) 
Band III (Elective)  
Cinema III (Elective). 
Drama III (French Elective) 
Greek Adv. I (Elective) 
Latin Adv. I (Elective). 
SAT (Elective) * Not Graded  
 

 

Première (11th Grade) French School Program  

Classic Baccalaureate Scientific Section (S)  
 
Biology III  

This course is a continuation of the tenth grade Biology course. It incorporates discussion to further develop 
students’ knowledge of applying biology to societal problems. Basic neural anatomy, human reproduction, 
human nutrition, and health are covered extensively. Genome and DNA are also discussed. Students will learn 
basic concepts in ecology as well as environmental considerations: they will explore wood, water, and 
agricultural production. 

 
Chemistry/Physics III 

This course incorporates in-depth lectures, discussions, and integrated laboratory experiments and is designed 
to further enhance students’ existing knowledge of chemistry and physics. Students re-explore and expand their 
understanding of the chemical and physical nature of matter and energy. They also learn about electrolytic 
solutions, conduction, titration, and acid-basic and oxidation- reduction reactions. The fundamentals of organic 
chemistry are introduced. The concepts of light and radioactivity, gravity, and motion are also revisited, along 
with Newton’s laws. Thermodynamics, electromagnetism, and magnetic and electric fields are also covered. 
Students gain knowledge about optical systems using mirrors and lenses. 

 

English III or ESL 
English III 

This course is primarily geared toward introducing French School Program students to both American and 
English literature, as well as to writing and teaching methodologies, preparing them for American universities. 
Specifically, students will study word derivation, relate literary works and authors to major themes and issues, 
and learn about the political, philosophical, ethical, and social influences that have shaped characters, plots, and 
themes. Students will read significant works of literature, including The Crucible by Arthur Miller, Heart of 
Darkness by Joseph Conrad, The Fountainhead by Ayn Rand, and The Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde. 
Works will be examined for appropriate and effective use of literary devices, such as plot, theme, character, 
conflict, irony, tone, mood, foreshadowing, imagery, symbolism, allusion, personification, and motif. In the 
writing portion of this course, students will learn how to develop coherent and focused essays that convey a 
tightly reasoned argument and demonstrate control of grammar and accurate spelling and punctuation; in 
addition, they will be introduced to the term paper and methods of research. Students will be expected to 
structure ideas and arguments in a sustained, persuasive manner and to support them with precise and relevant 
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examples. They will be prepared to deliver oral presentations that convey clear and distinct perspectives and 
demonstrate solid reasoning and will be able to recite poems and selections from speeches or dramatic 
soliloquies. 
 
ESL 

ESL, from grades 6 through 12, is a student-oriented course designed for each student’s particular needs. 
Learners will be introduced to structures and vocabulary through the linguistic skills of listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing. The teacher, along with the students, will explore the language through the study of 
authentic material and activities. The ultimate goal of this class is to transfer students to mainstream English 
class as soon the ESL teacher, in conjunction with the regular English class teacher, deems the student ready. 
Because of the small number of students per ESL class, the teacher is able to differentiate the teaching methods 
to meet each student’s need. For example, a student struggling with writing would be given a modified version 
of the assignment that would still be challenging but more appropriate for his current skill set. By the end of 
the school year, English learners will be able to communicate in a variety of situations for different purposes. 
For instance, they will converse about themselves and their lives and about everyday topics. They will simulate 
real-life situations (create a travel brochure, make a short movie after the reading of a novel, create a CD with 
songs illustrating the main themes of the novel). The students will also learn to state their opinions about a 
given topic and participate in small debates. They will be proficient in analyzing short articles, short stories, and 
level-appropriate novels. They will write complete sentences, a standard paragraph, and short essays. For more 
advanced classes and levels such as ninth, tenth, and eleventh grades, the students will study level-appropriate 
novels. Students will read and respond to several novels, along with selected short stories, poems, drama, and 
nonfiction. Students’ responses will center on both literary analysis and appreciation, expressed though 
organized writing, projects, and oral presentations 
 
French (AP French Language and Culture) 

This course will continue to develop notions studied in tenth grade French literature. The year will be divided 
into four sections: poetry, argumentation, novel, and theater. The emphasis of the class will be the sixteenth to 
the twentieth centuries in preparation for the final French literature national exam (the Baccalaureate) at the 
end of eleventh grade. Each class unit will be organized around the two parts of the final exam. One part is the 
oral section, in which students must analyze and understand about 25 texts so they can answer in an organized 
and structured way any questions asked during the oral exam at the end of the year. The oral exam consists of a 
20-minute oral presentation on a specific topic chosen by the examiner. Among the 25 extracts of major literary 
works, between three and five complete works will be studied. For the written section of the exam, students 
must be able to master the three different types of written essays they learned since the tenth grade and will 
have four hours to write one of the following essay forms of their choice: literary essay, literary analysis, or 
creative writing. 
 
Physical Education 

The goal of the Physical Education program is to provide students with opportunities to acquire the knowledge 
and skills necessary to become a physically educated person. Students will learn to appreciate and understand 
the value of Physical Education and its relationship to a healthy, active lifestyle. Students will also develop the 
skills and knowledge necessary to participate successfully in lifetime activities as well as team and individual 
sports. All courses will emphasize the importance of safety, cooperation and sportsmanship.  
 
Pre-Calculus (H)  

Class Objectives: Students will acquire a clear understanding of the analysis of functions, graphing, and limits, as 
well as applications of these functions as they relate to economics. They will gain knowledge of differential 
calculus as well as experience using appropriate technology to solve problems and explore mathematical 
concepts. This course will emphasize learning through lectures as well as individual and group problem solving, 
which will hone the students’ critical thinking skills. At the end of the year, students will be ready to take the 
French or French American Baccalaureate Examination. Course Outline: 

1.  Sequences and series 
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2.  Continuity and convexity 
3.  Exponential functions 
4.  Logarithmic functions 
5.  Integration 
6.  Probability and statistics 
7.  Probability distributions: binomial and normal distributions 
8.  Population sampling: confidence intervals, simulations 
Specialty: 
1.  Matrix operations 
2.  Graph theory: applying matrices to linear systems, transition matrices, Dijkstra’s algorithm 

 
Spanish Advanced I or German Advanced I  
Spanish Advanced I 
This course is designed to polish and strengthen students’ proficiency in Spanish. Students continue to receive 
advanced instruction in vocabulary and pronunciation, grammatical structure, and written and oral expressions. 
The four language skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing are further reinforced through classroom 
dialogues and conversations. Students will also learn how to express thinking nuances using logical links such as 
además, primero, luego, después, and so on. There is an added emphasis on the history, literature, and economic 
and social structures of the language. Students become very familiar with the civilization of Spanish-speaking 
countries and learn to develop a sense of appreciation for their cultures. 

 
German Advanced I 
A significant portion of the course is devoted to the preparation and training for the French Baccalaureate 
(written and spoken formats). Vocabulary is taught with a thematic approach through texts, newspaper/Internet 
articles, and audiovisual documents. The themes include the notions of myths and heroes, spaces and 
exchanges, places and forms of power, and the idea of progress, which are to be developed in the twelfth grade 
French School Program for the Baccalaureate examination. Grammar topics are reviewed systematically as they 
appear in the documents and according to students’ needs. Audiovisual German material is frequently used. The 
curriculum includes all-German immersion sequences with selected German movies. The students are taught to 
make lengthier presentations, write longer essays, and acquire a more intellectual approach of the German 
culture. They are required to read literature pieces such as short stories, parts of novels, and poems. Beyond 
comprehension of the texts and materials, the functional approach consists in preparing the students to express 
critical views in various areas. Upon completion of the course, the students have acquired general training for 
the Baccalaureate test. They are able to understand a complex text (articles, literature) and a recorded document. 
They can write text summary and structured essays in German. They are able to make an oral presentation of a 
document, comment on a text, and answer questions in German. The level expected upon completion of the 
class is B1-B2 according to the European framework of reference for foreign languages. 
 

TPE (Research Project) 
 
World History/Geography III  

In the history section, students will start the academic year by studying economic growth from 1850 until now, 
to analyze the world in which they are living. They will then study the two world wars, the Cold War, and the 
totalitarian regimes in Germany, Italy, and the Soviet Union in the twentieth century. Students will study the 
processes of colonization and decolonization in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries as well as the 
progressive installation, in France, of the Republic political regime between the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries. In the geography section, students will study the French territory and the ways the French people are 
using and living in it. Particular emphasis will be placed on town and country planning, the importance of cities 
and metropolis, and the different types of migratory flows. Students will also study the current influences of 
both Europe and France in the world. 
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Electives 11th Grade FSP Classic BAC Scientific Section (S) 

See AP Offerings and Electives Index for Course Descriptions 

 
AP English Language and Composition (Elective)  
AP Macroeconomics (Elective) 
AP Microeconomics (Elective)  
AP Studio Art (Elective) 
AP US History 
Band III (Elective) 
Cinema III (Elective). 
Drama III (French Elective) 
Greek Advanced I (Elective) 
Latin Advanced I (Elective). 
SAT (Elective) * Not Graded  

 
 

Terminale (12th Grade) French School Program  

Classic Baccalaureate Humanities Section (L) 
 
College Essay Preparation * (Not Graded) 
 
English IV  

Goals (as defined by the French Ministry of Education) 
 Develop communication skills (listening, speaking, reading, and writing) 
 Create real-life situation skits for the students to utilize everyday vocabulary in context 
 Take a reasoned approach of the language through vocabulary and grammar. 
 Study culture and social global consciousness through four notions. 
 Utilize new technologies (Smart Board, computer, cameras, and recorders) 
 Engage in cross pollination with other subjects (sharing or interchange of knowledge and ideas for 

mutual enrichment) 
Throughout the year, students concentrate on the Baccalaureate preparation and examination and must 
scrupulously follow the program defined by the French Ministry of Education. This preparation focuses on 
three areas: 
1. Reading and Writing Skills: Students work on reading and comprehension skills. They are taught to analyze a 
novel extract and a newspaper article through a series of questions. Questions may vary from simple 
comprehension to style, narrative technique, themes, and more. Students must produce a 300-word persuasive 
essay on a given topic or/and a 300-word creative essay. 
2. Speaking Skills: Throughout the year, students will study four notions: idea of progress, places and forms of 
power, spaces and exchanges, and myths and heroes. These notions are illustrated through a variety of 
documents such as short stories, newspaper articles, videos and documentaries, and audio documents. Students 
gather information on each notion and prepare to present them orally in front of a jury at the end of the school 
year. Students are given 10 minutes to prepare their oral presentation on one given notion and then have 10 
minutes to present a cohesive, comprehensive exposé. 
3. Listening Skills: Students train to listen and understand a short audio document. After listening to it three 
times, they have to sum it up in French to the best of their ability. 
 
Practice exercises are completed and graded on a regular basis according to the format defined by the French 
Ministry (sujet d’annales de Bac). On Thursday afternoons, students will have a mandatory practice exam with 
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limited time for completion (three hours), strictly for evaluation purposes. Oral practice examinations will also 
be given on a regular basis to help each student become comfortable with public speaking. The French Ministry 
of Education chooses the program for this course: Here are the four themes which will be covered: 

1. Myths and Heroes 
2. Spaces and Exchanges 
3. Idea of Progress 
4. Forms and places of Power 

 

Foreign Literature in Foreign Language  

Foreign Literature in a Foreign Language (LELE) is a rigorous class intended for French students who major in 
literature in eleventh and twelfth grade. The objective of this class is to expose students to the language and 
give them access to a certain level of abstraction and subtlety. The study of foreign literature will open a new 
space in which all five language skills are required. Students will also be presented with the most structuring 
realities of literature: literary movements and main themes broached by the great authors in prose, poetry, and 
drama. The main objectives are to instill in students the desire to go further in their approach of literature, to 
make them familiar with reading, and to guide them through literary analyses. The French Ministry of 
Education chooses the program for this course. Here are the main themes which will be covered: 

1-The Voice of the Writer Playing with Words 
2- Meeting People; Love and Friendship 
3- Characters - from Evolution to Metamorphosis 
4-The Writer in his or her Time 
5-Travelling, Initiatory Journey, Exile 
6- Imagination at Work 
7- Landmarks 

 
French Literature 
The French Ministry of Education chooses the program and the works for this course. The year (2018-2019) is 
divided into two domains: “Literature and Vocabulary of the Image” with Mme de Lafayette, La Princesse de 
Montpensier, 1662 and the film by Bertrand Tavernier, 2010, and “Reading, Writing, and Publishing” with Victor 
Hugo, Hernani, 1830. In preparation for the French Baccalaureate, two questions on a selected piece will be 
asked on the final exam for the “Baccalaureate littéraire,” and students will be given two hours to answer the 
questions in a structured and organized manner. 
 
Philosophy 
Learning philosophy is one of the greatest traditions of the French School Program high school curriculum. 
Mandatory for decades, it is meant to develop a strong humanist and critical culture by scrutinizing general 
notions such as morality, subjectivity, aesthetic, politics, and epistemology through the study of Western authors 
(Descartes, Sartre, Locke, Plato, Aristotle, Hobbes, etc.). A substantial amount of reading and writing will be 
required throughout the year for students to be successful during the notoriously demanding French 
Baccalaureate exam. Extending this tradition to the International School Program contributes to the 
multicultural approach of Le Lycée Français de Los Angeles. This philosophy course is a great opportunity for 
our students to explore different philosophies and debates. Similarly, by composing essay topics and 
commenting on texts, our students will deepen their own intellectual views. 
 
Physical Education 
The goal of the Physical Education program is to provide students with opportunities to acquire the knowledge 
and skills necessary to become a physically educated person. Students will learn to appreciate and understand 
the value of Physical Education and its relationship to a healthy, active lifestyle. Students will also develop the 
skills and knowledge necessary to participate successfully in lifetime activities as well as team and individual 
sports. All courses will emphasize the importance of safety, cooperation and sportsmanship. 
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Spanish Adv. II (H) or German Adv. II (H) 
Spanish Adv. II (H) 

This year is special because of the French Baccalaureate. Using the grammatical and lexical notions learned 
throughout all previous years, students will train for two exams based on three different skills: speaking, reading 
comprehension, and writing. The two exams will be based on four academic notions: spaces and exchanges, 
places and forms of power, myths and heroes, the idea of progress. Students will be able to analyze 12 
documents (texts, images); have a conversation about it (oral exam); and analyze written texts and caricatures, 
advertising, and posters based on a common topic of Hispanic culture and civilization (reading comprehension 
and writing). They will also be able to write an essay or composition on the same topic. They will study works of 
art from Spain and America, connecting their knowledge with cultural specificities and/or historical facts. 
 
German Adv. II (H) 

The course is mostly devoted to the preparation of the French Baccalaureate, an oral and written examination. 
Vocabulary is taught using a thematic and situational approach through texts and other documents such as 
newspaper/Internet articles and audiovisual German documents. The four notions specifically related to the 
Baccalaureate preparation are spaces and exchanges, the idea of progress, myths and heroes, and places and 
forms of power. The curriculum includes all-German immersion sequences with selected German movies. 
Grammar topics, as they appear in the texts or other documents, are reviewed and studied according to 
students’ needs to help them maintain an independent approach of the language. The students are prepared to 
understand a written document in German of complex nature (newspaper articles on major society issues, 
events, or pieces of literature); answer various comprehension questions; and write lengthy, structured essays or 
other forms of written expression such as dialogues, letters, and emails. For the oral part of the Baccalaureate 
exam, they are also prepared to make a lengthy oral presentation about one of the above-mentioned notions. 
Learning outcomes: Upon completion of the course, the students have acquired specific training for the oral 
and written Baccalaureate test formats. They are able to understand complex texts (articles, literature). They can 
write lengthy text summaries and structured essays in German. They are able to make an oral presentation of a 
complex document, comment on a text, and answer questions in German. The level expected upon completion 
of the class ranges from B1 to B2 (European framework of reference for foreign languages), depending whether 
the students choose “mandatory second foreign language” or “advanced second foreign language” at the 
Baccalaureate. 
 
US History/Government  
This class is designed to fulfill the course requirement for students in the French School Program who intend to 
enroll in a university in the United States. Most students take this class in the ninth grade, but students who 
enter the Lycée after their freshman year have an opportunity to take it in the twelfth grade. The class meets 
once a week for 75 minutes. The curriculum covers the three branches of the US Government, the Bill of 
Rights, and the remaining amendments to the US Constitution. A textbook supplemented with handouts is 
available, and class is conducted in a lecture-discussion format. Weekly homework assignments are given in 
preparation for each class meeting, and students are assessed through quizzes given periodically throughout the 
school year. 

 
World History/Geography IV (H) 
Students will study the link between media and public opinion in France from the nineteenth century through 
current times. They will then examine the birth of workers’ political and unionist doctrines in Germany and 
their influence in Germany since the nineteenth. Then students will study two powerful countries of today, the 
United States and China. They will analyze these countries’ two distinct approaches to rising in power. Students 
will also study the different types of conflicts occurring in the Middle East. The third part of the academic year 
will be focused on the three levels of government that exist today: national, continental, and global. In the 
geography section, the main goal is to explain the processes of globalization. Students will study the importance 
of the different types of maps, distinguishing diversity throughout the world. Then students will study 
globalization, its main actors, and the different flows (humans, objects, and data) that link the various parts of 
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the world together. Students will also study the importance of metropolis and seaboards in the processes of 
globalization. Then they will analyze three continental areas: America, Africa, and Asia. 
 

Electives 12th Grade FSP Classic BAC Humanities Section (L) 
See AP Offerings and Electives Index for Course Descriptions 

 
AP English Literature and Composition (Elective) 
AP Latin (Elective) 
AP Macroeconomics (Elective) 
AP Microeconomics (Elective)  
AP Studio Art (Elective) 
Band IV (Elective) 
Drama IV (French Elective) 
Greek Advanced II (Elective) 
Latin Advanced II (Elective) 
Pre-Calculus (H) (Elective) 

 

 

Terminale (12th Grade) French School Program  

Classic Baccalaureate Economics Section (ES) 
 

College Essay Preparation * (Not Graded)  

 

Economics III (H) 

This course is a continuation of Economics II. Students will deepen their understanding of their current 
economic and social environment with an emphasis on global issues. The course covers seven chapters: 
“Economic Growth,” “Globalization,” “Sustainable Development,” “Social Stratification,” “Social Conflicts,” 
Social Justice,” and “Labor Market and Unemployment.” All of these topics will be thoroughly examined. 
Great emphasis will be placed on learning the various contributions of theorists such as Smith, Ricardo, Marx, 
Keynes, Friedman, Durkheim, and Weber. If students decide to specialize in political science, they will gain an 
understanding of their current political environment. This course is divided into three chapters: “Democratic 
Political System,” “Political Participation,” and “European Political Order.” All of these topics will be 
thoroughly examined. Students will be able to extract and interpret information derived from charts and graphs 
as well as use statistical measures such as percentage, indexes, and average annual growth rate.  

 
English IV  

Goals (as defined by the French Ministry of Education) 
 Develop communication skills (listening, speaking, reading, and writing) 
 Create real-life situation skits for the students to utilize everyday vocabulary in context 
 Take a reasoned approach of the language through vocabulary and grammar. 
 Study culture and social global consciousness through four notions. 
 Utilize new technologies (Smart Board, computer, cameras, and recorders) 
 Engage in cross pollination with other subjects (sharing or interchange of knowledge and ideas for 

mutual enrichment) 
Throughout the year, students concentrate on the Baccalaureate preparation and examination and must 
scrupulously follow the program defined by the French Ministry of Education. This preparation focuses on 
three areas: 
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1. Reading and Writing Skills: Students work on reading and comprehension skills. They are taught to analyze a 
novel extract and a newspaper article through a series of questions. Questions may vary from simple 
comprehension to style, narrative technique, themes, and more. Students must produce a 300-word persuasive 
essay on a given topic or/and a 300-word creative essay. 
2. Speaking Skills: Throughout the year, students will study four notions: idea of progress, places and forms of 
power, spaces and exchanges, and myths and heroes. These notions are illustrated through a variety of 
documents such as short stories, newspaper articles, videos and documentaries, and audio documents. Students 
gather information on each notion and prepare to present them orally in front of a jury at the end of the school 
year. Students are given 10 minutes to prepare their oral presentation on one given notion and then have 10 
minutes to present a cohesive, comprehensive exposé. 
3. Listening Skills: Students train to listen and understand a short audio document. After listening to it three 
times, they have to sum it up in French to the best of their ability. 

 
Practice exercises are completed and graded on a regular basis according to the format defined by the French 
Ministry (sujet d’annales de Bac). On Thursday afternoons, students will have a mandatory practice exam with 
limited time for completion (three hours), strictly for evaluation purposes. Oral practice examinations will also 
be given on a regular basis to help each student become comfortable with public speaking. The French Ministry 
of Education chooses the program for this course: Here are the four themes which will be covered: 

1. Myths and Heroes 
2. Spaces and Exchanges 
3. Idea of Progress 
4. Forms and places of Power 

 
Philosophy 
Learning philosophy is one of the greatest traditions of the French School Program high school curriculum. 
Mandatory for decades, it is meant to develop a strong humanist and critical culture by scrutinizing general 
notions such as morality, subjectivity, aesthetic, politics, and epistemology through the study of Western authors 
(Descartes, Sartre, Locke, Plato, Aristotle, Hobbes, etc.). A substantial amount of reading and writing will be 
required throughout the year for students to be successful during the notoriously demanding French 
Baccalaureate exam. Extending this tradition to the International School Program contributes to the 
multicultural approach of Le Lycée Français de Los Angeles. This philosophy course is a great opportunity for 
our students to explore different philosophies and debates. Similarly, by composing essay topics and 
commenting on texts, our students will deepen their own intellectual views. 
 
Physical Education 

The goal of the Physical Education program is to provide students with opportunities to acquire the knowledge 
and skills necessary to become a physically educated person. Students will learn to appreciate and understand 
the value of Physical Education and its relationship to a healthy, active lifestyle. Students will also develop the 
skills and knowledge necessary to participate successfully in lifetime activities as well as team and individual 
sports. All courses will emphasize the importance of safety, cooperation and sportsmanship. 

 
Pre-Calculus (H)  

Class Objectives: Students will acquire a clear understanding of the analysis of functions, graphing, and limits, as 
well as applications of these functions as they relate to economics. They will gain knowledge of differential 
calculus as well as experience using appropriate technology to solve problems and explore mathematical 
concepts. This course will emphasize learning through lectures as well as individual and group problem solving, 
which will hone the students’ critical thinking skills. At the end of the year, students will be ready to take the 
French or French American Baccalaureate Examination. Course Outline: 

1.  Sequences and series 
2.  Continuity and convexity 
3.  Exponential functions 
4.  Logarithmic functions 
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5.  Integration 
6.  Probability and statistics 
7.  Probability distributions: binomial and normal distributions 
8.  Population sampling: confidence intervals, simulations 
Specialty: 
1.  Matrix operations 
2.  Graph theory: applying matrices to linear systems, transition matrices, Dijkstra’s algorithm 

 

Class Objectives Students will acquire a clear understanding of the analysis of functions, graphing, and limits, 
as well as applications of these functions as they relate to economics. They will gain knowledge of differential 
calculus as well as experience using appropriate technology to solve problems and explore mathematical 
concepts. This course will emphasize learning through lectures as well as individual and group problem solving, 
which will hone the students’ critical thinking skills. At the end of the year, students will be ready to take the 
French or French American Baccalaureate Examination. Course Outline: 

1. Sequences and series 
2. Continuity and convexity 
3. Exponential functions 
4. Logarithmic functions 
5. Integration 
6. Probability and statistics 
7. Probability distributions: binomial and normal distributions 
8. Population sampling: confidence intervals, simulations 
Specialty: 
1. Matrix operations 
2. Graph theory: applying matrices to linear systems, transition matrices, Dijkstra’s algorithm 

 

Spanish Adv. II (H) or German Adv. II (H) 
Spanish Advanced II (H) 

This year is special because of the French Baccalaureate. Using the grammatical and lexical notions learned 
throughout all previous years, students will train for two exams based on three different skills: speaking, reading 
comprehension, and writing. The two exams will be based on four academic notions: spaces and exchanges, 
places and forms of power, myths and heroes, the idea of progress. Students will be able to analyze 12 
documents (texts, images); have a conversation about it (oral exam); and analyze written texts and caricatures, 
advertising, and posters based on a common topic of Hispanic culture and civilization (reading comprehension 
and writing). They will also be able to write an essay or composition on the same topic. They will study works of 
art from Spain and America, connecting their knowledge with cultural specificities and/or historical facts. 
 
German Advanced II (H) 
The course is mostly devoted to the preparation of the French Baccalaureate, an oral and written examination. 
Vocabulary is taught using a thematic and situational approach through texts and other documents such as 
newspaper/Internet articles and audiovisual German documents. The four notions specifically related to the 
Baccalaureate preparation are spaces and exchanges, the idea of progress, myths and heroes, and places and 
forms of power. The curriculum includes all-German immersion sequences with selected German movies. 
Grammar topics, as they appear in the texts or other documents, are reviewed and studied according to 
students’ needs to help them maintain an independent approach of the language. The students are prepared to 
understand a written document in German of complex nature (newspaper articles on major society issues, 
events, or pieces of literature); answer various comprehension questions; and write lengthy, structured essays or 
other forms of written expression such as dialogues, letters, and emails. For the oral part of the Baccalaureate 
exam, they are also prepared to make a lengthy oral presentation about one of the above-mentioned notions. 
Learning outcomes: Upon completion of the course, the students have acquired specific training for the oral 
and written Baccalaureate test formats. They are able to understand complex texts (articles, literature). They can 
write lengthy text summaries and structured essays in German. They are able to make an oral presentation of a 
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complex document, comment on a text, and answer questions in German. The level expected upon completion 
of the class ranges from B1 to B2 (European framework of reference for foreign languages), depending whether 
the students choose “mandatory second foreign language” or “advanced second foreign language” at the 
Baccalaureate. 
 
US History/Government 
This class is designed to fulfill the course requirement for students in the French School Program who intend to 
enroll in a university in the United States. Most students take this class in the ninth grade, but students who 
enter the Lycée after their freshman year have an opportunity to take it in the twelfth grade. The class meets 
once a week for 75 minutes. The curriculum covers the three branches of the US Government, the Bill of 
Rights, and the remaining amendments to the US Constitution. A textbook supplemented with handouts is 
available, and class is conducted in a lecture-discussion format. Weekly homework assignments are given in 
preparation for each class meeting, and students are assessed through quizzes given periodically throughout the 
school year. 

 
World History/Geography IV (H) 
Students will study the link between media and public opinion in France from the nineteenth century through 
current times. They will then examine the birth of workers’ political and unionist doctrines in Germany and 
their influence in Germany since the nineteenth. Then students will study two powerful countries of today, the 
United States and China. They will analyze these countries’ two distinct approaches to rising in power. Students 
will also study the different types of conflicts occurring in the Middle East. The third part of the academic year 
will be focused on the three levels of government that exist today: national, continental, and global. In the 
geography section, the main goal is to explain the processes of globalization. Students will study the importance 
of the different types of maps, distinguishing diversity throughout the world. Then students will study 
globalization, its main actors, and the different flows (humans, objects, and data) that link the various parts of 
the world together. Students will also study the importance of metropolis and seaboards in the processes of 
globalization. Then they will analyze three continental areas: America, Africa, and Asia. 

  

Electives 12th Grade FSP Classic BAC Economics Section (ES) 
See AP Offerings and Electives Index for Course Descriptions 

 
AP English Literature and Composition (Elective) 
AP Latin (Elective) 
AP Macroeconomics (Elective) 
AP Microeconomics (Elective)  
AP Studio Art (Elective) 
Band IV (Elective) 
Drama IV (French Elective) 
Greek Advanced II (Elective) 
Latin Advanced II (Elective) 
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Terminale (12th Grade) French School Program  

Classic Baccalaureate Scientific Section (S) 
 
College Essay Preparation * (Not Graded)  

 
AP Calculus AB 

Students will study all topics associated with functions, graphs, and limits; derivatives; integrals; differential 
equations and mathematical modeling; application of definite integrals and polynomial approximations; and 
series. They will learn how to use graphing calculators to help solve problems, experiment, interpret results, and 
support conclusions. 

 
Biology IV (H) 

This course is a continuation of eleventh grade biology and incorporates discussion and laboratory experiments 
designed to further develop students’ knowledge of biology and geology. Students will learn basic concepts in 
phylogenies; species’ evolution. Meiosis, genomes, fecundation, and human reproduction are also covered. 
Agents of infection (HIV), diseases, and adaptations for preventing and fighting diseases are also discussed. 
Among the geology topics addressed is lithospheric convergence to explain Earth’s movements and landscapes. 
 
Chemistry/Physics IV (H) 

This course incorporates in-depth lecture, discussion, and integrated laboratory experiments. It is designed to 
further enhance a student’s existing knowledge of chemistry and physics. Students re-explore and expand their 
understanding of the chemical and physical nature of matter and energy. They also learn about mechanic and 
electromagnetic waves and about spectral analysis (ultraviolet infrared and NMR spectrum) so they will be able 
to identify a large variety of organic compounds. The notion of optical isomers (enantiomers) is introduced; 
this leads to the concept of homochirality in the living world. In mechanics, the motion of objects, planets, and 
satellites is also covered. During the chemistry portion of the course, students will also learn the concepts of 
chemical kinetics and acid-base pairs as well as more complex organic chemistry. 

 
English IV  

Goals (as defined by the French Ministry of Education) 
 Develop communication skills (listening, speaking, reading, and writing) 
 Create real-life situation skits for the students to utilize everyday vocabulary in context 
 Take a reasoned approach of the language through vocabulary and grammar. 
 Study culture and social global consciousness through four notions. 
 Utilize new technologies (Smart Board, computer, cameras, and recorders) 
 Engage in cross pollination with other subjects (sharing or interchange of knowledge and ideas for 

mutual enrichment) 
Throughout the year, students concentrate on the Baccalaureate preparation and examination and must 
scrupulously follow the program defined by the French Ministry of Education. This preparation focuses on 
three areas: 
1. Reading and Writing Skills: Students work on reading and comprehension skills. They are taught to analyze a 
novel extract and a newspaper article through a series of questions. Questions may vary from simple 
comprehension to style, narrative technique, themes, and more. Students must produce a 300-word persuasive 
essay on a given topic or/and a 300-word creative essay. 
2. Speaking Skills: Throughout the year, students will study four notions: idea of progress, places and forms of 
power, spaces and exchanges, and myths and heroes. These notions are illustrated through a variety of 
documents such as short stories, newspaper articles, videos and documentaries, and audio documents. Students 
gather information on each notion and prepare to present them orally in front of a jury at the end of the school 
year. Students are given 10 minutes to prepare their oral presentation on one given notion and then have 10 
minutes to present a cohesive, comprehensive exposé. 
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3. Listening Skills: Students train to listen and understand a short audio document. After listening to it three 
times, they have to sum it up in French to the best of their ability. 

 
Practice exercises are completed and graded on a regular basis according to the format defined by the French 
Ministry (sujet d’annales de Bac). On Thursday afternoons, students will have a mandatory practice exam with 
limited time for completion (three hours), strictly for evaluation purposes. Oral practice examinations will also 
be given on a regular basis to help each student become comfortable with public speaking. The French Ministry 
of Education chooses the program for this course. Here are the four themes which will be covered: 

1. Myths and Heroes Myths and Heroes 
2. Spaces and Exchanges 
3. Idea of Progress 
4. Forms and places of Power 

 
Philosophy 
Learning philosophy is one of the greatest traditions of the French School Program high school curriculum. 
Mandatory for decades, it is meant to develop a strong humanist and critical culture by scrutinizing general 
notions such as morality, subjectivity, aesthetic, politics, and epistemology through the study of Western authors 
(Descartes, Sartre, Locke, Plato, Aristotle, Hobbes, etc.). A substantial amount of reading and writing will be 
required throughout the year for students to be successful during the notoriously demanding French 
Baccalaureate exam. Extending this tradition to the International School Program contributes to the 
multicultural approach of Le Lycée Français de Los Angeles. This philosophy course is a great opportunity for 
our students to explore different philosophies and debates. Similarly, by composing essay topics and 
commenting on texts, our students will deepen their own intellectual views. 
 
Physical Education 

The goal of the Physical Education program is to provide students with opportunities to acquire the knowledge 
and skills necessary to become a physically educated person. Students will learn to appreciate and understand 
the value of Physical Education and its relationship to a healthy, active lifestyle. Students will also develop the 
skills and knowledge necessary to participate successfully in lifetime activities as well as team and individual 
sports. All courses will emphasize the importance of safety, cooperation and sportsmanship. 

 

Spanish Advanced II (H) or German Advanced II (H) 
Spanish Advanced II (H) 

This year is special because of the French Baccalaureate. Using the grammatical and lexical notions learned 
throughout all previous years, students will train for two exams based on three different skills: speaking, reading 
comprehension, and writing. The two exams will be based on four academic notions: spaces and exchanges, 
places and forms of power, myths and heroes, the idea of progress. Students will be able to analyze 12 
documents (texts, images); have a conversation about it (oral exam); and analyze written texts and caricatures, 
advertising, and posters based on a common topic of Hispanic culture and civilization (reading comprehension 
and writing). They will also be able to write an essay or composition on the same topic. They will study works of 
art from Spain and America, connecting their knowledge with cultural specificities and/or historical facts. 
 
German Adv. II (H) 

The course is mostly devoted to the preparation of the French Baccalaureate, an oral and written examination. 
Vocabulary is taught using a thematic and situational approach through texts and other documents such as 
newspaper/Internet articles and audiovisual German documents. The four notions specifically related to the 
Baccalaureate preparation are spaces and exchanges, the idea of progress, myths and heroes, and places and 
forms of power. The curriculum includes all-German immersion sequences with selected German movies. 
Grammar topics, as they appear in the texts or other documents, are reviewed and studied according to 
students’ needs to help them maintain an independent approach of the language. The students are prepared to 
understand a written document in German of complex nature (newspaper articles on major society issues, 
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events, or pieces of literature); answer various comprehension questions; and write lengthy, structured essays or 
other forms of written expression such as dialogues, letters, and emails. For the oral part of the Baccalaureate 
exam, they are also prepared to make a lengthy oral presentation about one of the above-mentioned notions. 
Learning outcomes: Upon completion of the course, the students have acquired specific training for the oral 
and written Baccalaureate test formats. They are able to understand complex texts (articles, literature). They can 
write lengthy text summaries and structured essays in German. They are able to make an oral presentation of a 
complex document, comment on a text, and answer questions in German. The level expected upon completion 
of the class ranges from B1 to B2 (European framework of reference for foreign languages), depending whether 
the students choose “mandatory second foreign language” or “advanced second foreign language” at the 
Baccalaureate. 

 
US History/Government 
This class is designed to fulfill the course requirement for students in the French School Program who intend to 
enroll in a university in the United States. Most students take this class in the ninth grade, but students who 
enter the Lycée after their freshman year have an opportunity to take it in the twelfth grade. The class meets 
once a week for 75 minutes. The curriculum covers the three branches of the US Government, the Bill of 
Rights, and the remaining amendments to the US Constitution. A textbook supplemented with handouts is 
available, and class is conducted in a lecture-discussion format. Weekly homework assignments are given in 
preparation for each class meeting, and students are assessed through quizzes given periodically throughout the 
school year. 

 
World History/Geography IV (H) 
Students will study the link between media and public opinion in France from the nineteenth century through 
current times. They will then examine the birth of workers’ political and unionist doctrines in Germany and 
their influence in Germany since the nineteenth. Then students will study two powerful countries of today, the 
United States and China. They will analyze these countries’ two distinct approaches to rising in power. Students 
will also study the different types of conflicts occurring in the Middle East. The third part of the academic year 
will be focused on the three levels of government that exist today: national, continental, and global. In the 
geography section, the main goal is to explain the processes of globalization. Students will study the importance 
of the different types of maps, distinguishing diversity throughout the world. Then students will study 
globalization, its main actors, and the different flows (humans, objects, and data) that link the various parts of 
the world together. Students will also study the importance of metropolis and seaboards in the processes of 
globalization. Then they will analyze three continental areas: America, Africa, and Asia. 

  

Electives 12th Grade FSP Classic BAC Scientific Section (S) 
See AP Offerings and Electives Index for Course Descriptions 

 
AP English Language and Composition (Elective)  
AP Macroeconomics (Elective) 
AP Microeconomics (Elective)  
AP Latin (Elective) 
AP Studio Art (Elective) 
Band IV (Elective) 
Drama IV (French Elective) 
Greek Advanced II (Elective) 
Latin Advanced II (Elective) 
  



 32 

 

2018-2019 HIGH SCHOOL CURRICULUM 
FRENCH SCHOOL PROGRAM – FRENCH AMERICAN BAC “FAB” 

 

11TH
 GRADE FAB 

HUMANITIES SECTION (L) ECONOMICS SECTION (ES) SCIENTIFIC SECTION (S) 
AP English Language and Comp. 
Biology II 
French Literature  
French (AP French Language and Culture) 
Physical Education 
Press Review* 
Spanish Adv. I (or German Adv. I) 
TPE (Research Project) 
 
AP Biology (Elective) 
AP Macroeconomics (Elective) 
AP Microeconomics (Elective) 
AP Studio Art (Elective) 
Math Analysis (Elective) 
Band III (Elective) 
Cinema III (Elective) 
Drama III (French) (Elective) 
Greek Adv. I (Elective) 
Latin Adv. I (Elective) 
SAT * (Elective) 

AP English Language and Comp. 
AP Macroeconomics  
AP Microeconomics  
AP US History 
Biology II 
French (AP French Language and Culture) 
Mathematics (Analysis) 
Physical Education 
Press Review* 
Spanish Adv. I (or German Adv. I) 
TPE (Research Project) 
 
AP Biology (Elective) 
AP Studio Art (Elective) 
Band III (Elective) 
Cinema III (Elective) 
Drama III (French) (Elective) 
Greek Adv. I (Elective) 
Latin Adv. I (Elective) 
SAT * (Elective) 
 

AP English Language and Comp.  
AP US History 
Biology III (H) 
Chemistry/Physics III 
French (AP French Language and Culture) 
Physical Education 
Pre-Calculus (H) 
Spanish Adv. I (or German Adv. I) 
TPE (Research Project) 
 
AP Macroeconomics (Elective) 
AP Microeconomics (Elective) 
AP Studio Art (Elective) 
Band III (Elective) 
Cinema III (Elective) 
Drama III (French) (Elective) 
Greek Adv. I (Elective) 
Latin Adv. I (Elective) 
SAT * (Elective) 
 

* No grade issued  
 

 

12TH
 GRADE FAB 

Humanities Section (L) 
“Spécialité” Foreign Language or Math 

Economics Section (ES) 
“Spécialité” Math 

Scientific Section (S) 
“Spécialité” Math or Physics 

AP English Literature and Comp.  
AP US History  
College Essay Preparation * 
French Literature 
Philosophy 
Physical Education 
Spanish Adv.II (H) or German Adv.II (H) 
 
AP Biology (Elective)  
AP Latin (Elective)  
AP Macroeconomics (Elective) 
AP Microeconomics (Elective) 
AP Studio Art (Elective) 
Band IV (Elective)  
Drama IV (French) (Elective) 
Greek Adv. II (Elective) 
Latin Adv. II (Elective) 
Pre-Calculus (H) (Elective) 
 

AP English Literature and Comp. 
AP Macroeconomics 
AP Microeconomics ( 
College Essay Preparation * 
Philosophy 
Physical Education 
Pre-Calculus (H) 
Spanish Adv. II (H) or  
German Adv. II (H) 
 
AP Biology (Elective) 
AP Latin (Elective) 
AP Studio Art (Elective) 
Band IV (Elective)  
Drama IV (French) (Elective) 
Greek Adv. II (Elective) 
Latin Adv. II (Elective) 
 

AP Biology 
AP Calculus AB  
AP English Literature and Comp.  
Chemistry/Physics IV (H) 
College Essay Preparation * 
Philosophy 
Physical Education 
Spanish Adv. II (H) or  
German Adv. II (H) 
 
AP Latin (Elective) 
AP Macroeconomics (Elective) 
AP Microeconomics (Elective) 
AP Studio Art (Elective) 
Band IV (Elective)  
Drama IV (French) (Elective) 
Greek Adv. II (Elective) 
Latin Adv. II (Elective) 
 

          * No grade issued         
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Première (11th Grade) French School Program  

French American Bac “FAB” Humanities Section (L)  
 

AP English Language and Composition 
This advanced critical reading and composition course actively guides students as they evolve into both 
accomplished readers of nonfiction, who can identify the writer’s rhetorical strategies and purpose, and 
accomplished writers, who can produce essays in various formats and on different topics. This will be 
accomplished and measured in various ways. Students will read a variety of nonfiction pieces, from essays to 
science writing to literary criticism and more, to aid them in learning how to consider rhetorical context—
purpose, audience, and strategies. In addition, students will study the textual meanings of graphics and visual 
images and how they connect to written texts. They will also write analytical, synthesis, and argumentative 
essays; will post informal and formal pieces every week at the class website; and will engage in debate and peer 
response. Students will work in collaborative groups to present lesson concepts and opinions to their classmates 
along with other projects, such as creating their own utopias. They will be expected to be active and informed 
participants in class discussions. This course also prepares students for the Advanced Placement Language and 
Composition Exam administered each May. 
 

Biology II 

This course is a continuation of the tenth grade Biology course. It incorporates discussion to further develop 
students’ knowledge of applying biology to societal problems. Basic neural anatomy, human reproduction, 
human nutrition, and health are covered extensively. Genome and DNA are also discussed. Students will learn 
basic concepts in ecology as well as environmental considerations: they will explore wood, water, and 
agricultural production. 
 
French Literature 
The French Ministry of Education chooses the program and the works for this course. The year (2018-2019) is 
divided into two domains: “Literature and Vocabulary of the Image” with Mme de Lafayette, La Princesse de 
Montpensier, 1662 and the film by Bertrand Tavernier, 2010, and “Reading, Writing, and Publishing” with Victor 
Hugo, Hernani, 1830. In preparation for the French Baccalaureate, two questions on a selected piece will be 
asked on the final exam for the “Baccalaureate littéraire,” and students will be given two hours to answer the 
questions in a structured and organized manner. 

 
French (AP French Language and Culture) 
This course will continue to develop notions studied in tenth grade French literature. The year will be divided 
into four sections: poetry, argumentation, novel, and theater. The emphasis of the class will be the sixteenth to 
the twentieth centuries in preparation for the final French literature national exam (the Baccalaureate) at the 
end of eleventh grade. Each class unit will be organized around the two parts of the final exam. One part is the 
oral section, in which students must analyze and understand about 25 texts so they can answer in an organized 
and structured way any questions asked during the oral exam at the end of the year. The oral exam consists of a 
20-minute oral presentation on a specific topic chosen by the examiner. Among the 25 extracts of major literary 
works, between three and five complete works will be studied. For the written section of the exam, students 
must be able to master the three different types of written essays they learned since the tenth grade and will 
have four hours to write one of the following essay forms of their choice: literary essay, literary analysis, or 
creative writing. 

  
Physical Education 
The goal of the Physical Education program is to provide students with opportunities to acquire the knowledge 
and skills necessary to become a physically educated person. Students will learn to appreciate and understand 
the value of Physical Education and its relationship to a healthy, active lifestyle. Students will also develop the 
skills and knowledge necessary to participate successfully in lifetime activities as well as team and individual 
sports. All courses will emphasize the importance of safety, cooperation and sportsmanship. 
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Press Review * (Not Graded) 
 
Spanish Advanced I or German Advanced I  
Spanish Advanced I  

This course is designed for students who have successfully completed Spanish III. This course is designed to 
polish and strengthen students’ proficiency in Spanish. Students continue to receive advanced instruction in 
vocabulary and pronunciation, grammatical structure, and written and oral expressions. The four language skills 
of listening, speaking, reading, and writing are further reinforced through classroom dialogues and 
conversations. Students will also learn how to express thinking nuances using logical links such as además, 
primero, luego, después, and so on. There is an added emphasis on the history, literature, and economic and 
social structures of the language. Students become very familiar with the civilization of Spanish-speaking 
countries and learn to develop a sense of appreciation for their cultures. 

 

German Advanced I 

A significant portion of the course is devoted to the preparation and training for the French Baccalaureate 
(written and spoken formats). Vocabulary is taught with a thematic approach through texts, 
newspaper/Internet articles, and audiovisual documents. The themes include the notions of myths and heroes, 
spaces and exchanges, places and forms of power, and the idea of progress, which are to be developed in the 
twelfth grade French School Program for the Baccalaureate examination. Grammar topics are reviewed 
systematically as they appear in the documents and according to students’ needs. Audiovisual German material 
is frequently used. The curriculum includes all-German immersion sequences with selected German movies. 
The students are taught to make lengthier presentations, write longer essays, and acquire a more intellectual 
approach of the German culture. They are required to read literature pieces such as short stories, parts of 
novels, and poems. Beyond comprehension of the texts and materials, the functional approach consists in 
preparing the students to express critical views in various areas. Upon completion of the course, the students 
have acquired general training for the Baccalaureate test. They are able to understand a complex text (articles, 
literature) and a recorded document. They can write text summary and structured essays in German. They are 
able to make an oral presentation of a document, comment on a text, and answer questions in German. The 
level expected upon completion of the class is B1-B2 according to the European framework of reference for 
foreign languages. 
 
TPE (Research Project) 

 

Electives 11th Grade FSP FAB Humanities Section (L) 
See AP Offerings and Electives Index for Course Descriptions 

 
AP Biology 
AP Macroeconomics (Elective) 
AP Microeconomics (Elective)  
AP Studio Art (Elective) 
Math Analysis 
Band III (Elective) 
Cinema III (Elective) 
Drama III (French Elective) 
Greek Advanced I (Elective) 
Latin Advanced I (Elective) 
SAT (Elective) * Not Graded 
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Première (11th Grade) French School Program  

French American Bac “FAB” Economics Section (ES)  
 
AP English Language and Composition  

This advanced critical reading and composition course actively guides students as they evolve into both 
accomplished readers of nonfiction, who can identify the writer’s rhetorical strategies and purpose, and 
accomplished writers, who can produce essays in various formats and on different topics. This will be 
accomplished and measured in various ways. Students will read a variety of nonfiction pieces, from essays to 
science writing to literary criticism and more, to aid them in learning how to consider rhetorical context—
purpose, audience, and strategies. In addition, students will study the textual meanings of graphics and visual 
images and how they connect to written texts. They will also write analytical, synthesis, and argumentative 
essays; will post informal and formal pieces every week at the class website; and will engage in debate and peer 
response. Students will work in collaborative groups to present lesson concepts and opinions to their classmates 
along with other projects, such as creating their own utopias. They will be expected to be active and informed 
participants in class discussions. This course also prepares students for the Advanced Placement Language and 
Composition Exam administered each May. 

 
AP Macro and AP Microeconomics  
In this advanced placement elective, students will have the opportunity to study either microeconomics, the 
study of the individual and the firm in an economy, or macroeconomics, the study of the economy of an entire 
society. The subject matter rotates each year between AP Micro and AP Macro, allowing students to take both 
AP classes in successive years. In All students will be expected to take the AP Microeconomics and AP 
Macroeconomics tests at the end of the school year. Success on these tests can earn a student up to 3 hours of 
college credit per test. Grade 11/12 
 
AP Macroeconomics  
In AP Macroeconomics, we emphasize economic principles as applied to the economy as a whole. Topics 
discussed will reflect the material included in the booklet AP Economics Course Description from the College 
Board. Lessons include an analysis of national income and its components, economic indicators, inflation and 
unemployment, money and banking, stabilization policies, and the United States and world trade. The 
Macroeconomics curriculum teaches students about the functioning of entire economies, from local 
municipalities to nation-states. Students will become better-informed citizens as they learn the basics of GDP 
growth, fiscal policy (taxes and spending), monetary policy (money supply and interest rates), and what it 
means to be classified as unemployed. World trade will be analyzed as well as its effect, both positive and 
negative, on economies. Students who complete this class will be expected to take the corresponding AP Econ 
exam in May.     
 
AP Microeconomics 
In AP Microeconomics, we will focus on the operation of the free-market economy and the theory of the firm. 
In doing so, we will seek to emphasize real-world and current events applications of the material and will 
prepare for the AP exam in Microeconomics in May. The Microeconomics curriculum teaches the scientific 
method and how it is applied to decisions about money, time, energy, and opportunity cost. Students will learn 
about the different business models, including but not limited to perfect competition, monopoly, monopolistic 
competition, oligopoly, and monopsony as well as important economic concepts such as the tragedy of the 
commons, the invisible hand, and why it’s sometimes a great idea to walk out of a movie you paid for.   
 
AP US History 

This is a comprehensive course that begins with the colonization of the United States and analyzes the 
intellectual, cultural, political, diplomatic, social, and economic history of the nation up to the present. Among 
the many topics studied are the discovery and settlement of the New World, the colonies’ role in the British 
Empire, the precursors of the American Revolution, the Revolutionary War, the Constitution, the Jeffersonian 
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Age, and US expansion. Also covered are the Industrial North and the Agrarian South, slavery, the Age of 
Jackson, Manifest Destiny, philosophical and religious movements such as Transcendentalism, religious revivals, 
education reform, utopian experiments, and suffrage. Students also study the Civil War, Reconstruction, 
Industrialization, urbanization, the Progressive Era, World War I, the Depression, the New Deal, World War II, 
the Cold War, the New Frontier and the Great Society, and contemporary America. Students who take this 
course are expected to take the AP exam. 
 
Biology II  

This course is a continuation of the tenth grade Biology course. It incorporates discussion to further develop 
students’ knowledge of applying biology to societal problems. Basic neural anatomy, human reproduction, 
human nutrition, and health are covered extensively. Genome and DNA are also discussed. Students will learn 
basic concepts in ecology as well as environmental considerations: they will explore wood, water, and 
agricultural production. 

 

French (AP French Language and Culture) 

This course will continue to develop notions studied in tenth grade French literature. The year will be divided 
into four sections: poetry, argumentation, novel, and theater. The emphasis of the class will be the sixteenth to 
the twentieth centuries in preparation for the final French literature national exam (the Baccalaureate) at the end 
of eleventh grade. Each class unit will be organized around the two parts of the final exam. One part is the oral 
section, in which students must analyze and understand about 25 texts so they can answer in an organized and 
structured way any questions asked during the oral exam at the end of the year. The oral exam consists of a 20-
minute oral presentation on a specific topic chosen by the examiner. Among the 25 extracts of major literary 
works, between three and five complete works will be studied. For the written section of the exam, students 
must be able to master the three different types of written essays they learned since the tenth grade and will 
have four hours to write one of the following essay forms of their choice: literary essay, literary analysis, or 
creative writing. 
  
Mathematics (Analysis) 
This course includes algebra and analysis, statistics and probability, algorithmic and mathematical notations, and 
logic. In algebra and analysis, students will study quadratic equations and inequalities, square root function, 
cubic function, differentiation (definition of a tangent line; derivative function; derivatives of common 
functions; derivative of a sum, a product, and a ratio; derivative and variation direction; derivative and extrema), 
percentages (evolution and percentages, successive increases or decreases), and sequences (definitions, 
increasing and decreasing sequences, arithmetic and geometric sequences, exponential and linear growth). In 
statistics, students will learn to compute and interpret the variance and standard deviation of a statistical 
sequence as well as to draw and interpret a box diagram. The probability section includes discrete random 
variable, expectation, repetition of identical and independent experiments, Bernoulli distribution, binomial 
distribution, binomial coefficients, expectation of a binomially distributed random variable, and sampling 
(utilization of the binomial distribution to make a decision based on a frequency, confidence interval). 
Algorithmic and mathematical notations and logic will be studied throughout the year in relation to the other 
parts of the course when their usefulness is warranted. Throughout the course, students will use, where 
appropriate, a graphic calculator, a spreadsheet program, and computer software of dynamic geometry for 
exploration and problem solving. Students will be evaluated at the end of each chapter via tests and quizzes. A 
graphic calculator (TI 83+) is required. 
 
Physical Education 

The goal of the Physical Education program is to provide students with opportunities to acquire the knowledge 
and skills necessary to become a physically educated person. Students will learn to appreciate and understand 
the value of Physical Education and its relationship to a healthy, active lifestyle. Students will also develop the 
skills and knowledge necessary to participate successfully in lifetime activities as well as team and individual 
sports. All courses will emphasize the importance of safety, cooperation and sportsmanship. 



 37 

 

 
Press Review * (Non Graded) 
 
Spanish Advanced I or German Advanced I 
Spanish Advanced I 
This course is designed to polish and strengthen students’ proficiency in Spanish. Students continue to receive 
advanced instruction in vocabulary and pronunciation, grammatical structure, and written and oral expressions. 
The four language skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing are further reinforced through classroom 
dialogues and conversations. Students will also learn how to express thinking nuances using logical links such as 
además, primero, luego, después, and so on. There is an added emphasis on the history, literature, and economic 
and social structures of the language. Students become very familiar with the civilization of Spanish-speaking 
countries and learn to develop an appreciation for their cultures. 
 
German Advanced I 
A significant portion of the course is devoted to the preparation and training for the French Baccalaureate 
(written and spoken formats). Vocabulary is taught with a thematic approach through texts, newspaper/Internet 
articles, and audiovisual documents. The themes include the notions of myths and heroes, spaces and 
exchanges, places and forms of power, and the idea of progress, which are to be developed in the twelfth grade 
French School Program for the Baccalaureate examination. Grammar topics are reviewed systematically as they 
appear in the documents and according to students’ needs. Audiovisual German material is frequently used. The 
curriculum includes all-German immersion sequences with selected German movies. The students are taught to 
make lengthier presentations, write longer essays, and acquire a more intellectual approach of the German 
culture. They are required to read literature pieces such as short stories, parts of novels, and poems. Beyond 
comprehension of the texts and materials, the functional approach consists in preparing the students to express 
critical views in various areas. Upon completion of the course, the students have acquired general training for 
the Baccalaureate test. They are able to understand a complex text (articles, literature) and a recorded document. 
They can write text summary and structured essays in German. They are able to make an oral presentation of a 
document, comment on a text, and answer questions in German. The level expected upon completion of the 
class is B1-B2 according to the European framework of reference for foreign languages. 

 

TPE (Research Project)  

 

Electives 11th Grade FSP FAB Economics Section (ES) 
See AP Offerings and Electives Index for Course Descriptions 

 
AP Biology (Elective) 
AP Studio Art (Elective) 
Band III (Elective) 
Cinema III (Elective) 
Drama III (French Elective) 
Greek Advanced I (Elective) 
Latin Advanced I (Elective) 
SAT (Elective) * Not Graded 
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Première (11th Grade) French School Program  

French American Bac “FAB” Scientific Section (S) 
 

AP English Language and Composition 
This advanced critical reading and composition course actively guides students as they evolve into both 
accomplished readers of nonfiction, who can identify the writer’s rhetorical strategies and purpose, and 
accomplished writers, who can produce essays in various formats and on different topics. This will be 
accomplished and measured in various ways. Students will read a variety of nonfiction pieces, from essays to 
science writing to literary criticism and more, to aid them in learning how to consider rhetorical context—
purpose, audience, and strategies. In addition, students will study the textual meanings of graphics and visual 
images and how they connect to written texts. They will also write analytical, synthesis, and argumentative 
essays; will post informal and formal pieces every week at the class website; and will engage in debate and peer 
response. Students will work in collaborative groups to present lesson concepts and opinions to their classmates 
along with other projects, such as creating their own utopias. They will be expected to be active and informed 
participants in class discussions. This course also prepares students for the Advanced Placement Language and 
Composition Exam administered each May. 
 
AP US History 

This is a comprehensive course that begins with the colonization of the United States and analyzes the 
intellectual, cultural, political, diplomatic, social, and economic history of the nation up to the present. Among 
the many topics studied are the discovery and settlement of the New World, the colonies’ role in the British 
Empire, the precursors of the American Revolution, the Revolutionary War, the Constitution, the Jeffersonian 
Age, and US expansion. Also covered are the Industrial North and the Agrarian South, slavery, the Age of 
Jackson, Manifest Destiny, philosophical and religious movements such as Transcendentalism, religious revivals, 
education reform, utopian experiments, and suffrage. Students also study the Civil War, Reconstruction, 
Industrialization, urbanization, the Progressive Era, World War I, the Depression, the New Deal, World War II, 
the Cold War, the New Frontier and the Great Society, and contemporary America. Students who take this 
course are expected to take the AP exam. 
 
Biology III (H) 

This course is a continuation of tenth grade biology, incorporating discussion and laboratory experiments 
designed to further develop students’ knowledge of biology and geology. Students will study the structure and 
chemistry of Earth’s composition. They will learn about protein, including its synthesis and function, basic 
neural anatomy with the study of the eye, human reproduction, and mitosis. Environmental considerations are 
also part of the curriculum: students will learn basic concepts in ecology as well as environmental 
considerations: they will explore agricultural production and how it can affect Earth’s ecology. 

 
Chemistry/Physics III 

This course incorporates in-depth lectures, discussions, and integrated laboratory experiments and is designed 
to further enhance students’ existing knowledge of chemistry and physics. Students re-explore and expand their 
understanding of the chemical and physical nature of matter and energy. They also learn about electrolytic 
solutions, conduction, titration, and acid-basic and oxidation- reduction reactions. The fundamentals of organic 
chemistry are introduced. The concepts of light and radioactivity, gravity, and motion are also revisited, along 
with Newton’s laws. Thermodynamics, electromagnetism, and magnetic and electric fields are also covered. 
Students gain knowledge about optical systems using mirrors and lenses. 
 

French (AP French Language and Culture) 

This course will continue to develop notions studied in tenth grade French literature. The year will be divided 
into four sections: poetry, argumentation, novel, and theater. The emphasis of the class will be the sixteenth to 
the twentieth centuries in preparation for the final French literature national exam (the Baccalaureate) at the end 
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of eleventh grade. Each class unit will be organized around the two parts of the final exam. One part is the oral 
section, in which students must analyze and understand about 25 texts so they can answer in an organized and 
structured way any questions asked during the oral exam at the end of the year. The oral exam consists of a 20-
minute oral presentation on a specific topic chosen by the examiner. Among the 25 extracts of major literary 
works, between three and five complete works will be studied. For the written section of the exam, students 
must be able to master the three different types of written essays they learned since the tenth grade and will 
have four hours to write one of the following essay forms of their choice: literary essay, literary analysis, or 
creative writing. 
 
Physical Education 

The goal of the Physical Education program is to provide students with opportunities to acquire the knowledge 
and skills necessary to become a physically educated person. Students will learn to appreciate and understand 
the value of Physical Education and its relationship to a healthy, active lifestyle. Students will also develop the 
skills and knowledge necessary to participate successfully in lifetime activities as well as team and individual 
sports. All courses will emphasize the importance of safety, cooperation and sportsmanship. 

 
Pre-Calculus (H)  

Class Objectives: Students will acquire a clear understanding of the analysis of functions, graphing, and limits, as 
well as applications of these functions as they relate to economics. They will gain knowledge of differential 
calculus as well as experience using appropriate technology to solve problems and explore mathematical 
concepts. This course will emphasize learning through lectures as well as individual and group problem solving, 
which will hone the students’ critical thinking skills. At the end of the year, students will be ready to take the 
French or French American Baccalaureate Examination. Course Outline: 

1.  Sequences and series 
2.  Continuity and convexity 
3.  Exponential functions 
4.  Logarithmic functions 
5.  Integration 
6.  Probability and statistics 
7.  Probability distributions: binomial and normal distributions 
8.  Population sampling: confidence intervals, simulations 
Specialty: 
1.  Matrix operations 
2.  Graph theory: applying matrices to linear systems, transition matrices, Dijkstra’s algorithm 

 
Spanish Advanced I or German Advanced I 
Spanish Advanced I 

This course is designed to polish and strengthen students’ proficiency in Spanish. Students continue to receive 
advanced instruction in vocabulary and pronunciation, grammatical structure, and written and oral expressions. 
The four language skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing are further reinforced through classroom 
dialogues and conversations. Students will also learn how to express thinking nuances using logical links such as 
además, primero, luego, después, and so on. There is an added emphasis on the history, literature, and economic 
and social structures of the language. Students become very familiar with the civilization of Spanish-speaking 
countries and learn to develop a sense of appreciation for their cultures. 
 
German Advanced I 
A significant portion of the course is devoted to the preparation and training for the French Baccalaureate 
(written and spoken formats). Vocabulary is taught with a thematic approach through texts, newspaper/Internet 
articles, and audiovisual documents. The themes include the notions of myths and heroes, spaces and 
exchanges, places and forms of power, and the idea of progress, which are to be developed in the twelfth grade 
French School Program for the Baccalaureate examination. Grammar topics are reviewed systematically as they 
appear in the documents and according to students’ needs. Audiovisual German material is frequently used. The 
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curriculum includes all-German immersion sequences with selected German movies. The students are taught to 
make lengthier presentations, write longer essays, and acquire a more intellectual approach of the German 
culture. They are required to read literature pieces such as short stories, parts of novels, and poems. Beyond 
comprehension of the texts and materials, the functional approach consists in preparing the students to express 
critical views in various areas. Upon completion of the course, the students have acquired general training for 
the Baccalaureate test. They are able to understand a complex text (articles, literature) and a recorded document. 
They can write text summary and structured essays in German. They are able to make an oral presentation of a 
document, comment on a text, and answer questions in German. The level expected upon completion of the 
class is B1-B2 according to the European framework of reference for foreign languages. 

 

TPE (Research Project)  
 

Electives 11th Grade FSP FAB Scientific Section (S) 
See AP Offerings and Electives Index for Course Descriptions 

 
AP Macroeconomics (Elective) 
AP Microeconomics (Elective)  
AP Studio Art (Elective) 
Band III (Elective) 
Cinema III (Elective) 
Drama III (French Elective) 
Greek Advanced I (Elective) 
Latin Advanced I (Elective) 
SAT (Elective) * Not Graded 

 
 
 

Terminale (12th Grade) French School Program  

Classic Baccalaureate Humanities Section (L)  
 

AP English Literature and Composition 

This advanced literature course engages students in the active study of a challenging set of literary works from a 
range of genres, including the novel, short story, poetry, and drama. The course is intended to provide students 
with an academic experience parallel to that of a college-level literature course. Students are expected to be 
active readers of literature written from the sixteenth century on, uncovering a text’s various meanings through 
the interpretation of poetic and prose devices and by looking at the time and place the work represents. These 
objectives will be accomplished and measured in various ways. Students will be active and informed 
participants in class discussions. They will write formal, analytical essays that may look at a work’s meaning 
through various devices or provide literary and social criticism. Students will participate in oral exercises, 
including poetry presentations, and will contribute to active debates in class and online at the class’s website, 
contributing creative pieces such as poem parodies. They will work in collaborative groups to present thematic 
ideas to their classmates. This course also prepares students for the Advanced Placement Literature and 
Composition Exam administered each May. 
 
AP US History 

This is a comprehensive course that begins with the colonization of the United States and analyzes the 
intellectual, cultural, political, diplomatic, social, and economic history of the nation up to the present. Among 
the many topics studied are the discovery and settlement of the New World, the colonies’ role in the British 
Empire, the precursors of the American Revolution, the Revolutionary War, the Constitution, the Jeffersonian 
Age, and US expansion. Also covered are the Industrial North and the Agrarian South, slavery, the Age of 
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Jackson, Manifest Destiny, philosophical and religious movements such as Transcendentalism, religious 
revivals, education reform, utopian experiments, and suffrage. Students also study the Civil War, 
Reconstruction, Industrialization, urbanization, the Progressive Era, World War I, the Depression, the New 
Deal, World War II, the Cold War, the New Frontier and the Great Society, and contemporary America. 
Students who take this course are expected to take the AP exam. 

 

College Essay Preparation * Non Graded 
 
French Literature  
The French Ministry of Education chooses the program and the works for this course. The year is divided into 
two domains: “Literature and Vocabulary of the Image” with Les Mains libres by Man Ray and Paul Eluard, and 
“Reading, Writing, and Publishing” with Madame Bovary by Gustave Flaubert. In preparation for the French 
Baccalaureate, two questions on a select piece will be asked on the final exam for the “Baccalaureate littéraire,” 
and students will be given two hours to answer the questions in a structured and organized manner. 

 
Philosophy 

Learning philosophy is one of the greatest traditions of the French School Program high school curriculum. 
Mandatory for decades, it is meant to develop a strong humanist and critical culture by scrutinizing general 
notions such as morality, subjectivity, aesthetic, politics, and epistemology through the study of Western 
authors (Descartes, Sartre, Locke, Plato, Aristotle, Hobbes, etc.). A substantial amount of reading and writing 
will be required throughout the year for students to be successful during the notoriously demanding French 
Baccalaureate exam. Extending this tradition to the International School Program contributes to the 
multicultural approach of Le Lycée Français de Los Angeles. This philosophy course is a great opportunity for 
our students to explore different philosophies and debates. Similarly, by composing essay topics and 
commenting on texts, our students will deepen their own intellectual views. 
 
Physical Education 

The goal of the Physical Education program is to provide students with opportunities to acquire the knowledge 
and skills necessary to become a physically educated person. Students will learn to appreciate and understand 
the value of Physical Education and its relationship to a healthy, active lifestyle. Students will also develop the 
skills and knowledge necessary to participate successfully in lifetime activities as well as team and individual 
sports. All courses will emphasize the importance of safety, cooperation and sportsmanship. 

 
Spanish Advanced II (H) or German Advanced II (H)  
Spanish Advanced II (H) 

This year is special because of the French Baccalaureate. Using the grammatical and lexical notions learned 
throughout all previous years, students will train for two exams based on three different skills: speaking, reading 
comprehension, and writing. The two exams will be based on four academic notions: spaces and exchanges, 
places and forms of power, myths and heroes, the idea of progress. Students will be able to analyze 12 
documents (texts, images); have a conversation about it (oral exam); and analyze written texts and caricatures, 
advertising, and posters based on a common topic of Hispanic culture and civilization (reading comprehension 
and writing). They will also be able to write an essay or composition on the same topic. They will study works 
of art from Spain and America, connecting their knowledge with cultural specificities and/or historical facts. 
 
German Advanced II (H) 

The course is mostly devoted to the preparation of the French Baccalaureate, an oral and written examination. 
Vocabulary is taught using a thematic and situational approach through texts and other documents such as 
newspaper/Internet articles and audiovisual German documents. The four notions specifically related to the 
Baccalaureate preparation are spaces and exchanges, the idea of progress, myths and heroes, and places and 
forms of power. The curriculum includes all-German immersion sequences with selected German movies. 
Grammar topics, as they appear in the texts or other documents, are reviewed and studied according to 
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students’ needs to help them maintain an independent approach of the language. The students are prepared to 
understand a written document in German of complex nature (newspaper articles on major society issues, 
events, or pieces of literature); answer various comprehension questions; and write lengthy, structured essays or 
other forms of written expression such as dialogues, letters, and emails. For the oral part of the Baccalaureate 
exam, they are also prepared to make a lengthy oral presentation about one of the above-mentioned notions. 
Learning outcomes: Upon completion of the course, the students have acquired specific training for the oral 
and written Baccalaureate test formats. They are able to understand complex texts (articles, literature). They can 
write lengthy text summaries and structured essays in German. They are able to make an oral presentation of a 
complex document, comment on a text, and answer questions in German. The level expected upon completion 
of the class ranges from B1 to B2 (European framework of reference for foreign languages), depending 
whether the students choose “mandatory second foreign language” or “advanced second foreign language” at 
the Baccalaureate. 
 

Electives 12th Grade FSP FAB Humanities Section (L) 
See AP Offerings and Electives Index for Course Descriptions 

 
AP Biology (Elective) 
AP Latin (Elective) 
AP Macroeconomics (Elective) 
AP Microeconomics (Elective)  
AP Studio Art (Elective) 
Band IV (Elective) 
Drama IV (French Elective) 
Greek Advanced II (Elective) 
Latin Advanced II (Elective) 
Pre-Calculus (H) (Elective) 

 
Terminale (12th Grade) French School Program  

French American Bac “FAB” Economics Section (ES)  
 
AP English Literature 

This advanced literature course engages students in the active study of a challenging set of literary works from a 
range of genres, including the novel, short story, poetry, and drama. The course is intended to provide students 
with an academic experience parallel to that of a college-level literature course. Students are expected to be 
active readers of literature written from the sixteenth century on, uncovering a text’s various meanings through 
the interpretation of poetic and prose devices and by looking at the time and place the work represents. These 
objectives will be accomplished and measured in various ways. Students will be active and informed 
participants in class discussions. They will write formal, analytical essays that may look at a work’s meaning 
through various devices or provide literary and social criticism. Students will participate in oral exercises, 
including poetry presentations, and will contribute to active debates in class and online at the class’s website, 
contributing creative pieces such as poem parodies. They will work in collaborative groups to present thematic 
ideas to their classmates. This course also prepares students for the Advanced Placement Literature and 
Composition Exam administered each May. 

 
AP Macro and AP Microeconomics  
In this advanced placement elective, students will have the opportunity to study either microeconomics, the 
study of the individual and the firm in an economy, or macroeconomics, the study of the economy of an entire 
society. The subject matter rotates each year between AP Micro and AP Macro, allowing students to take both 
AP classes in successive years. In All students will be expected to take the AP Microeconomics and AP 
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Macroeconomics tests at the end of the school year. Success on these tests can earn a student up to 3 hours of 
college credit per test. Grade 11/12 
 
AP Macroeconomics  
In AP Macroeconomics, we emphasize economic principles as applied to the economy as a whole. Topics 
discussed will reflect the material included in the booklet AP Economics Course Description from the College 
Board. Lessons include an analysis of national income and its components, economic indicators, inflation and 
unemployment, money and banking, stabilization policies, and the United States and world trade. The 
Macroeconomics curriculum teaches students about the functioning of entire economies, from local 
municipalities to nation-states. Students will become better-informed citizens as they learn the basics of GDP 
growth, fiscal policy (taxes and spending), monetary policy (money supply and interest rates), and what it 
means to be classified as unemployed. World trade will be analyzed as well as its effect, both positive and 
negative, on economies. Students who complete this class will be expected to take the corresponding AP Econ 
exam in May.     
 
AP Microeconomics 
In AP Microeconomics, we will focus on the operation of the free-market economy and the theory of the firm. 
In doing so, we will seek to emphasize real-world and current events applications of the material and will 
prepare for the AP exam in Microeconomics in May. The Microeconomics curriculum teaches the scientific 
method and how it is applied to decisions about money, time, energy, and opportunity cost. Students will learn 
about the different business models, including but not limited to perfect competition, monopoly, monopolistic 
competition, oligopoly, and monopsony as well as important economic concepts such as the tragedy of the 
commons, the invisible hand, and why it’s sometimes a great idea to walk out of a movie you paid for.   

 

College Essay Preparation * Non Graded 
 
Philosophy 

Learning philosophy is one of the greatest traditions of the French School Program high school curriculum. 
Mandatory for decades, it is meant to develop a strong humanist and critical culture by scrutinizing general 
notions such as morality, subjectivity, aesthetic, politics, and epistemology through the study of Western 
authors (Descartes, Sartre, Locke, Plato, Aristotle, Hobbes, etc.). A substantial amount of reading and writing 
will be required throughout the year for students to be successful during the notoriously demanding French 
Baccalaureate exam. Extending this tradition to the International School Program contributes to the 
multicultural approach of Le Lycée Français de Los Angeles. This philosophy course is a great opportunity for 
our students to explore different philosophies and debates. Similarly, by composing essay topics and 
commenting on texts, our students will deepen their own intellectual views. 
 
Physical Education 

The goal of the Physical Education program is to provide students with opportunities to acquire the knowledge 
and skills necessary to become a physically educated person. Students will learn to appreciate and understand 
the value of Physical Education and its relationship to a healthy, active lifestyle. Students will also develop the 
skills and knowledge necessary to participate successfully in lifetime activities as well as team and individual 
sports. All courses will emphasize the importance of safety, cooperation and sportsmanship. 
 
Pre-Calculus (H) 

Class Objectives Students will acquire a clear understanding of the analysis of functions, graphing, and limits, 
as well as applications of these functions as they relate to economics. They will gain knowledge of differential 
calculus as well as experience using appropriate technology to solve problems and explore mathematical 
concepts. This course will emphasize learning through lectures as well as individual and group problem solving, 
which will hone the students’ critical thinking skills. At the end of the year, students will be ready to take the 
French or French American Baccalaureate Examination. Course Outline: 

1. Sequences and series 
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2. Continuity and convexity 
3. Exponential functions 
4. Logarithmic functions 
5. Integration 
6. Probability and statistics 
7. Probability distributions: binomial and normal distributions 
8. Population sampling: confidence intervals, simulations 

Specialty: 
1. Matrix operations 
2. Graph theory: applying matrices to linear systems, transition matrices, Dijkstra’s algorithm 

 

Spanish Advanced II (H) or German Advanced II (H) 
Spanish Advanced II (H) 
This year is special because of the French Baccalaureate. Using the grammatical and lexical notions learned 
throughout all previous years, students will train for two exams based on three different skills: speaking, reading 
comprehension, and writing. The two exams will be based on four academic notions: spaces and exchanges, 
places and forms of power, myths and heroes, the idea of progress. Students will be able to analyze 12 
documents (texts, images); have a conversation about it (oral exam); and analyze written texts and caricatures, 
advertising, and posters based on a common topic of Hispanic culture and civilization (reading comprehension 
and writing). They will also be able to write an essay or composition on the same topic. They will study works of 
art from Spain and America, connecting their knowledge with cultural specificities and/or historical facts. 
 
German Advanced II (H) 

The course is mostly devoted to the preparation of the French Baccalaureate, an oral and written examination. 
Vocabulary is taught using a thematic and situational approach through texts and other documents such as 
newspaper/Internet articles and audiovisual German documents. The four notions specifically related to the 
Baccalaureate preparation are spaces and exchanges, the idea of progress, myths and heroes, and places and 
forms of power. The curriculum includes all-German immersion sequences with selected German movies. 
Grammar topics, as they appear in the texts or other documents, are reviewed and studied according to 
students’ needs to help them maintain an independent approach of the language. The students are prepared to 
understand a written document in German of complex nature (newspaper articles on major society issues, 
events, or pieces of literature); answer various comprehension questions; and write lengthy, structured essays or 
other forms of written expression such as dialogues, letters, and emails. For the oral part of the Baccalaureate 
exam, they are also prepared to make a lengthy oral presentation about one of the above-mentioned notions. 
Learning outcomes: Upon completion of the course, the students have acquired specific training for the oral 
and written Baccalaureate test formats. They are able to understand complex texts (articles, literature). They can 
write lengthy text summaries and structured essays in German. They are able to make an oral presentation of a 
complex document, comment on a text, and answer questions in German. The level expected upon completion 
of the class ranges from B1 to B2 (European framework of reference for foreign languages), depending 
whether the students choose “mandatory second foreign language” or “advanced second foreign language” at 
the Baccalaureate. 
 

Electives 12th Grade FSP FAB Economics Section (ES) 
See AP Offerings and Electives Index for Course Descriptions 

 
AP Biology (Elective) 
AP Latin (Elective) 
AP Studio Art (Elective) 
Band IV (Elective) 
Drama IV (French Elective) 
Greek Advanced II (Elective) 
Latin Advanced II (Elective) 



 45 

 

Terminale (12th Grade) French School Program  

French American Bac “FAB” Scientific Section (S)  
 
AP Biology  
Students will develop an understanding of concepts rather than memorize terms and technical details. Essential 
to this conceptual understanding are a grasp of science as a process rather than as an accumulation of facts; 
personal experience in scientific inquiry; recognition of unifying themes that integrate the major topics of 
biology; and application of biological knowledge and critical thinking to environmental and social concerns. The 
themes, topics, and concepts all give structure to an AP Biology course. Following this list is a topic outline that 
organizes biology into subject areas: science as a process, evolution, energy transfer, continuity and change, 
relationship of structure to function, regulation, interdependence in nature, science, technology, and society. 
 
AP Calculus AB 

Students will study all topics associated with functions, graphs, and limits; derivatives; integrals; differential 
equations and mathematical modeling; application of definite integrals and polynomial approximations; and 
series. They will learn how to use graphing calculators to help solve problems, experiment, interpret results, and 
support conclusions. 
 
AP English Literature and Composition 

This advanced literature course engages students in the active study of a challenging set of literary works from a 
range of genres, including the novel, short story, poetry, and drama. The course is intended to provide students 
with an academic experience parallel to that of a college-level literature course. Students are expected to be 
active readers of literature written from the sixteenth century on, uncovering a text’s various meanings through 
the interpretation of poetic and prose devices and by looking at the time and place the work represents. These 
objectives will be accomplished and measured in various ways. Students will be active and informed 
participants in class discussions. They will write formal, analytical essays that may look at a work’s meaning 
through various devices or provide literary and social criticism. Students will participate in oral exercises, 
including poetry presentations, and will contribute to active debates in class and online at the class’s website, 
contributing creative pieces such as poem parodies. They will work in collaborative groups to present thematic 
ideas to their classmates. This course also prepares students for the Advanced Placement Literature and 
Composition Exam administered each May. 

 
Chemistry/Physics IV (H) 

This course incorporates in-depth lecture, discussion, and integrated laboratory experiments. It is designed to 
further enhance a student’s existing knowledge of chemistry and physics. Students re-explore and expand their 
understanding of the chemical and physical nature of matter and energy. They also learn about mechanic and 
electromagnetic waves and about spectral analysis (ultraviolet infrared and NMR spectrum) so they will be able 
to identify a large variety of organic compounds. The notion of optical isomers (enantiomers) is introduced; 
this leads to the concept of homochirality in the living world. In mechanics, the motion of objects, planets, and 
satellites is also covered. During the chemistry portion of the course, students will also learn the concepts of 
chemical kinetics and acid-base pairs as well as more complex organic chemistry. 

 

College Essay Preparation * Non Graded 
 
Philosophy 

Learning philosophy is one of the greatest traditions of the French School Program high school curriculum. 
Mandatory for decades, it is meant to develop a strong humanist and critical culture by scrutinizing general 
notions such as morality, subjectivity, aesthetic, politics, and epistemology through the study of Western 
authors (Descartes, Sartre, Locke, Plato, Aristotle, Hobbes, etc.). A substantial amount of reading and writing 
will be required throughout the year for students to be successful during the notoriously demanding French 
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Baccalaureate exam. Extending this tradition to the International School Program contributes to the 
multicultural approach of Le Lycée Français de Los Angeles. This philosophy course is a great opportunity for 
our students to explore different philosophies and debates. Similarly, by composing essay topics and 
commenting on texts, our students will deepen their own intellectual views. 
 
Physical Education 

The goal of the Physical Education program is to provide students with opportunities to acquire the knowledge 
and skills necessary to become a physically educated person. Students will learn to appreciate and understand 
the value of Physical Education and its relationship to a healthy, active lifestyle. Students will also develop the 
skills and knowledge necessary to participate successfully in lifetime activities as well as team and individual 
sports. All courses will emphasize the importance of safety, cooperation and sportsmanship. 

 

Spanish Advanced II (H) or German Advanced II (H) 
Spanish Advanced II (H) 

This year is special because of the French Baccalaureate. Using the grammatical and lexical notions learned 
throughout all previous years, students will train for two exams based on three different skills: speaking, reading 
comprehension, and writing. The two exams will be based on four academic notions: spaces and exchanges, 
places and forms of power, myths and heroes, the idea of progress. Students will be able to analyze 12 
documents (texts, images); have a conversation about it (oral exam); and analyze written texts and caricatures, 
advertising, and posters based on a common topic of Hispanic culture and civilization (reading comprehension 
and writing). They will also be able to write an essay or composition on the same topic. They will study works 
of art from Spain and America, connecting their knowledge with cultural specificities and/or historical facts. 
 
German Advanced II (H) 

The course is mostly devoted to the preparation of the French Baccalaureate, an oral and written examination. 
Vocabulary is taught using a thematic and situational approach through texts and other documents such as 
newspaper/Internet articles and audiovisual German documents. The four notions specifically related to the 
Baccalaureate preparation are spaces and exchanges, the idea of progress, myths and heroes, and places and 
forms of power. The curriculum includes all-German immersion sequences with selected German movies. 
Grammar topics, as they appear in the texts or other documents, are reviewed and studied according to 
students’ needs to help them maintain an independent approach of the language. The students are prepared to 
understand a written document in German of complex nature (newspaper articles on major society issues, 
events, or pieces of literature); answer various comprehension questions; and write lengthy, structured essays or 
other forms of written expression such as dialogues, letters, and emails. For the oral part of the Baccalaureate 
exam, they are also prepared to make a lengthy oral presentation about one of the above-mentioned notions. 
Learning outcomes: Upon completion of the course, the students have acquired specific training for the oral 
and written Baccalaureate test formats. They are able to understand complex texts (articles, literature). They can 
write lengthy text summaries and structured essays in German. They are able to make an oral presentation of a 
complex document, comment on a text, and answer questions in German. The level expected upon completion 
of the class ranges from B1 to B2 (European framework of reference for foreign languages), depending 
whether the students choose “mandatory second foreign language” or “advanced second foreign language” at 
the Baccalaureate. 

 
Electives 12th Grade FSP FAB Scientific Section (S) 

See AP Offerings and Electives Index for Course Descriptions 

 
AP Latin (Elective) 
AP Microeconomics (Elective) 
AP Macroeconomics (Elective) 
AP Studio Art (Elective) 
Band IV (Elective) 
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Drama IV (French Elective) 
Greek Advanced II (Elective) 
Latin Adv II  (Elective) 
 
 
 
 

INDEX 
FSP Advanced Placement Program Offerings and Electives  

 
AP Calculus AB 

Students will study all topics associated with functions, graphs, and limits; derivatives; integrals; differential 
equations and mathematical modeling; application of definite integrals and polynomial approximations; and 
series. They will learn how to use graphing calculators to help solve problems, experiment, interpret results, and 
support conclusions. Grade 12 

 
AP Calculus BC 

Students learn the mathematical concepts and practical value of calculus. This approach involves learning 
calculus algebraically, numerically, graphically, and verbally. Students study the theory of calculus and its use as 
a powerful tool for analyzing real-world problems. Applications include science, economics, statistics, and 
engineering. Students take the AP exam in May. Prerequisite Skills Necessary to Enter the Grade: successful 
completion of pre-calculus with a grade of A or B Grade 11 or 12  
 
AP Capstone Research 
AP Capstone Research, the second course in the AP Capstone experience, allows students to deeply explore an 
academic topic, problem, issue, or idea of individual interest. Students design, plan, and implement a year-long 
investigation to address a research question. Through this inquiry, they further the skills they acquired in the AP 
Seminar course by learning research methodology, employing ethical research practices, and accessing, 
analyzing, and synthesizing information. Students reflect on their skill development, document their processes, 
and curate the artifacts of their scholarly work through a process and reflection portfolio. The course culminates 
in an academic paper of 4,000-5,000 words (accompanied by a performance, exhibit, or product where 
applicable) and a presentation with an oral defense. Grade 11 

  
AP Capstone Seminar  
AP Seminar is a foundational course which engages students in cross curricular conversations that explore the 
complexities of academic and real world topics by analyzing divergent perspectives. Using an inquiry 
framework, students practice reading and analyzing articles, research studies, and foundational, literary, and 
philosophical texts; listening to and viewing speeches, broadcasts, and personal accounts; and experiencing 
artistic works and performances. Students learn to synthesize information from multiple sources, develop their 
own perspectives in research based written essays, and design and deliver oral and visual presentations, both 
individually and as part of a team. Ultimately, the course aims to equip students with the power to analyze and 
evaluate information with accuracy and precision in order to craft and communicate evidence-based arguments. 
This course will equip you with the skills to analyze and evaluate information with accuracy and precision in 
order to craft and communicate evidence-based arguments. You will have the opportunity to explore real-world 
issues from multiple perspectives and consider varied points of view to develop deep understanding of complex 
issues and topics in order to make connections between these issues and your everyday life. Gain a rich 
appreciation and understanding of issues by reading articles, listening to speeches or broadcasts, and 
experiencing artistic and literary works. The primary goals of the AP Seminar course are to help you understand 
how to study an issue from multiple perspectives, evaluate source information, and then develop and 
communicate effectively a logical, evidence-based point of view. You will practice and apply these skills through 
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the exploration of the complex topics and by examining a variety of and often divergent or competing 
perspectives. Grade 10 
 
AP English Language and Composition 
This advanced critical reading and composition course actively guides students as they evolve into both 
accomplished readers of nonfiction, who can identify the writer’s rhetorical strategies and purpose, and 
accomplished writers, who can produce essays in various formats and on different topics. This will be 
accomplished and measured in various ways. Students will read a variety of nonfiction pieces, from essays to 
science writing to literary criticism and more, to aid them in learning how to consider rhetorical context—
purpose, audience, and strategies. In addition, students will study the textual meanings of graphics and visual 
images and how they connect to written texts. They will also write analytical, synthesis, and argumentative 
essays; will post informal and formal pieces every week at the class website; and will engage in debate and peer 
response. Students will work in collaborative groups to present lesson concepts and opinions to their classmates 
along with other projects, such as creating their own utopias. They will be expected to be active and informed 
participants in class discussions. This course also prepares students for the Advanced Placement Language and 
Composition Exam administered each May. Grade 11/12  
 
AP English Literature and Composition  

This advanced literature course engages students in the active study of a challenging set of literary works from a 
range of genres, including the novel, short story, poetry, and drama. The course is intended to provide students 
with an academic experience parallel to that of a college-level literature course. Students are expected to be 
active readers of literature written from the sixteenth century on, uncovering a text’s various meanings through 
the interpretation of poetic and prose devices and by looking at the time and place the work represents. These 
objectives will be accomplished and measured in various ways. Students will be active and informed 
participants in class discussions. They will write formal, analytical essays that may look at a work’s meaning 
through various devices or provide literary and social criticism. Students will participate in oral exercises, 
including poetry presentations, and will contribute to active debates in class and online at the class’s website, 
contributing creative pieces such as poem parodies. They will work in collaborative groups to present thematic 
ideas to their classmates. This course also prepares students for the Advanced Placement Literature and 
Composition Exam administered each May. Grade 12 

 
AP French Language and Culture 

This course will continue to develop notions studied in tenth grade French literature. The year will be divided 
into four sections: poetry, argumentation, novel, and theater. The emphasis of the class will be the sixteenth to 
the twentieth centuries in preparation for the final French literature national exam (the Baccalaureate) at the 
end of eleventh grade. Each class unit will be organized around the two parts of the final exam. One part is the 
oral section, in which students must analyze and understand about 25 texts so they can answer in an organized 
and structured way any questions asked during the oral exam at the end of the year. The oral exam consists of a 
20-minute oral presentation on a specific topic chosen by the examiner. Among the 25 extracts of major literary 
works, between three and five complete works will be studied. For the written section of the exam, students 
must be able to master the three different types of written essays they learned since the tenth grade and will 
have four hours to write one of the following essay forms of their choice: literary essay, literary analysis, or 
creative writing. Grade 11 or 12 

 

AP German Language and Culture   Grade 11 or 12 

From AP College Board Website:  The three modes of communication (Interpersonal, Interpretive, and 
Presentational) defined in the Standards for Foreign Language Learning in the 21st Century is foundational to 
the AP German Language and Culture course. The AP course provides students with opportunities to 
demonstrate their proficiency in each of the three modes in the Intermediate to Pre-Advanced range as 
described in the ACTFL Performance Guidelines for K–12 Learners. The AP German Language and Culture 
course takes a holistic approach to language proficiency and recognizes the complex interrelatedness of 
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comprehension and comprehensibility, vocabulary usage, language control, communication strategies, and 
cultural awareness. Students should learn language structures in context and use them to convey meaning. In 
standards-based world language classrooms, the instructional focus is on function and not the examination of 
irregularity and complex grammatical paradigms about the target language. Language structures should be 
addressed inasmuch as they serve the communicative task and not as an end goal unto themselves. The AP 
German Language and Culture course strives to promote both fluency and accuracy in language use and not to 
overemphasize grammatical accuracy at the expense of communication. In order to best facilitate the study of 
language and culture, the course is taught in the target language. The AP German Language and Culture course 
engages students in an exploration of culture in both contemporary and historical contexts. The course 
develops students’ awareness and appreciation of products, both tangible (e.g., tools, books, music) and 
intangible (e.g., laws, conventions, institutions); practices (patterns of social interactions within a culture); and 
perspectives (values, attitudes, and assumptions that underlie both practices and products). 
 
AP Human Geography  
The curriculum for this two-semester AP Human geography course consists of topics drawn from seven 
interrelated topics outlined in the AP Human Geography Course Description booklet published by the College 
Board. 

 Geography: Its nature and Perspectives 
 Population and Migration 
 Cultural Patterns and Processes 
 Political Organization of Spaces 
 Agriculture, Food Production, and Rural Land Use 
 Industrialization and Economic Development 
 Cities and Urban Land Use 

AP Human Geography is designed to introduce students to the systematic study of patterns and processes that 
have shaped human understanding, human use, and human alteration of the Earth’s surface. Students learn to 
employ spatial concepts and landscape analysis to examine human socioeconomic organization and its 
environmental consequences. They also learn about the methods and tools geographers use in their research and 
applications. 
 
AP Latin  
Advanced Placement Latin aims at making students proficient advanced Latin readers. The objectives are to 
read, translate, understand, analyze, and interpret Latin in its original form. In this course, students will become 
familiar with Vergil's epic, Aeneid and with Caesar's work, Gallic War; their context and place in history and 
literature and the writing styles of these authors. The students will develop their reading and translation skills 
with the goal of accurately translating either prose or poetry from Latin into English. Furthermore, students will 
learn how to produce a literary analysis of the texts they translate, using complex grammar and stylistic tools. In 
the spring, students will be eligible to take the AP exam Grade 12 
 
AP Macro and AP Microeconomics  
In this advanced placement elective, students will have the opportunity to study either microeconomics, the 
study of the individual and the firm in an economy, or macroeconomics, the study of the economy of an entire 
society. The subject matter rotates each year between AP Micro and AP Macro, allowing students to take both 
AP classes in successive years. In All students will be expected to take the AP Microeconomics and AP 
Macroeconomics tests at the end of the school year. Success on these tests can earn a student up to 3 hours of 
college credit per test. Grade 11/12 
 
AP Macroeconomics  
In AP Macroeconomics, we emphasize economic principles as applied to the economy as a whole. Topics 
discussed will reflect the material included in the booklet AP Economics Course Description from the College 
Board. Lessons include an analysis of national income and its components, economic indicators, inflation and 
unemployment, money and banking, stabilization policies, and the United States and world trade. The 
Macroeconomics curriculum teaches students about the functioning of entire economies, from local 
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municipalities to nation-states. Students will become better-informed citizens as they learn the basics of GDP 
growth, fiscal policy (taxes and spending), monetary policy (money supply and interest rates), and what it 
means to be classified as unemployed. World trade will be analyzed as well as its effect, both positive and 
negative, on economies. Students who complete this class will be expected to take the corresponding AP Econ 
exam in May.     
 
AP Microeconomics 
In AP Microeconomics, we will focus on the operation of the free-market economy and the theory of the firm. 
In doing so, we will seek to emphasize real-world and current events applications of the material and will 
prepare for the AP exam in Microeconomics in May. The Microeconomics curriculum teaches the scientific 
method and how it is applied to decisions about money, time, energy, and opportunity cost. Students will learn 
about the different business models, including but not limited to perfect competition, monopoly, monopolistic 
competition, oligopoly, and monopsony as well as important economic concepts such as the tragedy of the 
commons, the invisible hand, and why it’s sometimes a great idea to walk out of a movie you paid for.   
 
AP Physics C: Mechanics (Elective) 

The goal of this course is to provide an excellent first-year college- level calculus-based physics education. 
Students coming out of the course should have a strong understanding of physics concepts and well-developed 
skills in performing and analyzing laboratory experiments. Students will use guided, hands-on laboratory 
experiments to reinforce the theory from lecture. Students should also be able to apply their knowledge to 
approach and solve problems that are essentially new to them. The goal is to provide the students the tools 
necessary to observe, analyze, and apply the laws of physics mathematically to solve any given problem on the 
AP Physics C: Mechanics exam. Grade 12  

 

AP Spanish Language and Culture (Elective) 

This course is designed for students who have successfully completed Spanish III. The content of this college-
level course is defined by the College Board and is designed for highly proficient language students to develop a 
level of mastery that includes authentic written and oral communication. Students may take the Advanced 
Placement exam during the spring semester; a successful score on this exam is recognized by most colleges and 
universities as having earned college credit for this course. However, due to varying university policies, students 
should check with individual colleges to determine AP credit procedures and criteria. Grade 12 
 
AP Statistics 
AP Statistics is a year –long introductory course to Statistics for students who have successfully completed 
Algebra 2. The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the major concepts and tools for collecting, 
analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data. Students will explore and analyze data using graphical and 
numerical techniques. Students will also use Probability and Statistical Inferences to develop an appropriate 
model for collected data. Upon completion students will learn appropriate Statistical Techniques and variety of 
ways to communicate them within the context of statistical activities and projects. They will develop into 
competent interpreters and users of statistical data and information. Prerequisite Skills Necessary to Enter the 
Grade: Successful completion of Algebra 2 or pre-calculus with a grade of A or B. 
 
AP Studio Art (Drawing, 2D Design, or 3D Design) Grade 10/11/12 
From the College Board Course, the AP Program offers three studio art courses and portfolios: 2-Dimensional 
Design, 3-Dimensional Design, and Drawing. The AP Studio Art portfolios are designed for students who are 
seriously interested in the practical experience of art. The three portfolios correspond to the most common 
college foundation courses. Students will create a portfolio they have developed and refined over the year in 
either Drawing, 2D Design, or 3D design to prepare them for an AP Studio Art Portfolio Exam.  In each AP 
class they will: 

• Show an understanding of the focus of the portfolio selected. 
• Demonstrate a breadth of high-quality work, 12 pieces. 
• Develop a personal concentration of 12 pieces.  
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• Select five top-quality, excellent pieces for presentation.  
• Discuss and record the development of the concentration.  
• Explore postsecondary options.    
 

AP Studio Art:  Drawing 
This course has been developed to accommodate students who have expressed an interest in completing either 
the AP Studio Art: Drawing Portfolio Exam or the AP Studio Art: 2-D Design Portfolio. AP Studio Art 
Drawing is an Advanced Placement course that deals with basic painting and drawing. Focus is applied on the 
composition of the different lines/colors/shape/etc. of the painting instead of the design itself. Through direct 
teacher instruction, emphasis will be placed on the production of a volume of quality pieces of artwork. 
Students will address all three sections of the portfolio: Breadth, Concentration, and Quality. Students will be 
challenged to develop their own personal work. Students will develop and demonstrate mastery of concept, 
composition, and execution of their personal ideas and themes in drawing. Students will also understand that art 
making is an ongoing process that uses informed and critical decision making to determine outcomes to 
problems. They will be expected to develop a comprehensive portfolio, journal, and ongoing sketchbook.   
 
AP Studio Art: 2D Design 
This course has been developed to accommodate students who have expressed an interest in completing either 
the AP Studio Art: Drawing Portfolio Exam or the AP Studio Art: 2-D Design Portfolio. AP Studio Art 2D is 
an advanced placement course that is similar to AP Studio Art Drawing. It deals with two-dimensional 
applications such as graphic design, photography, weaving, and collage. As a contrary to AP Studio Art 
Drawing, focus is applied on the design itself instead of the composition of the artwork with two-
dimensional applications such as graphic design, photography, weaving, and collage. Through direct teacher 
instruction, emphasis will be placed on the production of a volume of quality pieces of artwork. Students will 
address all three sections of the portfolio: Breadth, Concentration, and Quality.  Students will learn about 
various artists’ experiences and accomplishments in a variety of art forms and techniques. Emphasis will be 
placed on exploring new media, drawing surfaces, and themes. Students will be encouraged to create work in the 
style they are best at but they will also explore new ways of creating art and looking at a particular theme. 
Students are expected to develop mastery in concept, composition, and execution of ideas.  Among the media 
used are acrylic paint, oil paint, chalk pastel, charcoal, colored pencil, graphite, and oil pastel as well as various 
combinations of the different media. A variety of drawing surfaces such as paper in numerous textures, sizes, 
and colors; stretched canvas; illustration board; paper sack; and collaged pages will be used. As students focus 
on the breadth area of the AP curriculum, the following themes will also be explored and elaborated on: 
portrait, figure, landscape, architecture, still life, and abstraction.  
 
AP Studio Art: 3-D Design 
AP Studio Art 3D is a three-dimensional Advanced Placement Studio Art course that holds many similarities to 
the AP Studio Art 2D course. The course deals with three-dimensional artistic applications such as 
metalworking, sculpture, model, and ceramics. Like AP Studio Art 2D, the focus on the design of the artwork 
itself, as opposed to its composition. Additionally, the students review the images and instructions on the AP 
Studio Art: 3-D Design Poster. Students are expected to produce quality work that develops mastery in concept, 
composition, and execution of ideas. 
 
AP US Government and Politics 

This is an intense college level class that covers government in America, its people, politics, and policy. The 
class meets four periods per week and examines the following areas: the Constitution; federalism; civil liberties 
and public policy; civil rights and public policy; public opinion and political action; mass media and political 
agenda; political parties; nominations and campaigns; elections and voting behavior; interest groups; congress; 
the presidency; the politics of taxing and spending; the federal bureaucracy; the federal courts; economic policy 
making; social welfare policy making; policy making for health care, the environment, and energy; national 
security policymaking; and state and local government. Students are regularly assessed based on their 
participation in class discussions as well as through short-answer and multiple-choice questions. Grade 12 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Advanced_Placement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Two-dimensional
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Two-dimensional
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Graphic_design
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Photography
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Weaving
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Collage
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AP US History 

This is a comprehensive course that begins with the colonization of the United States and analyzes the 
intellectual, cultural, political, diplomatic, social, and economic history of the nation up to the present. Among 
the many topics studied are the discovery and settlement of the New World, the colonies’ role in the British 
Empire, the precursors of the American Revolution, the Revolutionary War, the Constitution, the Jeffersonian 
Age, and US expansion. Also covered are the Industrial North and the Agrarian South, slavery, the Age of 
Jackson, Manifest Destiny, philosophical and religious movements such as Transcendentalism, religious 
revivals, education reform, utopian experiments, and suffrage. Students also study the Civil War, 
Reconstruction, Industrialization, urbanization, the Progressive Era, World War I, the Depression, the New 
Deal, World War II, the Cold War, the New Frontier and the Great Society, and contemporary America. 
Students who take this course are expected to take the AP exam. Grade 11 

 
Band II, III and IV (Elective) 

Rock band class is a small ensemble course of instruction for students who wish to experience all the facets of 
playing, rehearsing, and performing with a rock band. In rock band class, students experience what it is like to 
perform together as a group. They must be able to play their parts well enough that they can listen to the other 
members of the group and focus on some of the more peripheral aspects of being in a band. They will learn 
equipment setup and settings, stage presence, teamwork, responsibility, and much more! Each band consists of 
three or more musicians. Players of all instruments are welcome to participate in rock band class. Anyone with 
minimal instrument skills can participate in a band. Le Lycée provides the rehearsal space for the bands and the 
instruments. Students are also welcome to bring their own instrument. Each band rehearses a number of songs 
under the guidance of the faculty members at LFLA. The culmination of rock band class is a concert at Theater 
Raymond Kabbaz in mid-May when students have the opportunity to perform at the Spring Musical Afternoon 
program. This is a sold-out event! 

 
Chinese-Mandarin (Specific level enrollment based on Chinese proficiency) 
Chinese I-A (Elective) 

This course is intended for students who have had very limited exposure to Chinese or are complete beginners 
in the Chinese language, immersing them in the culture of the Chinese-speaking world. The emphasis of the 
course is on mastering the pinyin Romanization system, developing skills for character writing, and acquiring 
basic sentence structures for daily communication. Units of study are developed around practical topics in daily 
life, allowing the grammar to be learned in a meaningful, contextual environment. Through a variety of student-
centered activities, lectures, videos, songs, the Internet, and language-focused games, students learn the 
vocabulary, culture, and grammar of Mandarin Chinese and begin to obtain initial communicative competence 
in the language. 

 
Chinese I-B (Elective) 

This is a course for students who have successfully completed Chinese I-A or those who had some experience 
learning Chinese or exposure to Chinese in the past and passed department assessment (oral or/and writing). 
Building on the skills acquired previously, this course introduces students to more complex sentence structures 
and idiomatic expressions. In addition to the pinyin Romanization system, students work extensively on the 
four-tone Mandarin phonetic system. Approximately 500 additional simplified characters are introduced for 
reading and writing. Cultural awareness continues with various supplemental materials, including cultural credits 
from the text. Short compositions are an integral part of the course in preparation for the next level of study. 
The class is conducted in Mandarin to the greatest degree possible to develop aural-oral competency. 

 
Chinese I-C (Elective) 

This course is designed for students who have successfully completed Chinese I-A or those who had some 
experience learning Chinese or exposure to Chinese in the past and passed department assessment (oral or/and 
writing). It will emphasize listening, speaking Chinese with some fluency in basic conversational topics, and 
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more complex structures. The course is also designed to achieve more in reading competence and writing skills. 
Approximately 500 additional simplified characters will be introduced for reading and writing. Cultural 
awareness continues with various supplemental contents including cultural credits from the text and authentic 
materials for native speakers. The class is conducted in Mandarin to the greatest degree possible to develop 
aural-oral competency. 
 

Cinema II, III, and IV (Elective) 

This course is designed to give high school students a basic introduction to the culture and history of cinema 
from the early silent films to the latest world productions. Students will learn vocabulary tools related to the 
various cinematic techniques that will enable them to explore the distinct film genres that made film history. 
Through the curriculum, the students will develop a sense of visual sensibility, historical background, and 
critical analysis toward the different types of film media they encounter in their everyday lives. After 
discovering the history of world cinema, students will be introduced to a selection of the world’s greatest 
directors. They will learn about the masters in the film industry, ranging from Woody Allen to Yimou Zhang. 
Every year new themes and topics will be introduced to allow students to take this class several times if they so 
desire. In one given year, the students will learn important movements and genres of the cinema such as 
animation, film noir, comedy, drama, western, or nouvelle vague. 
 
Drama I, II, III, and IV (English Elective) 

English Drama Club is a theater production class. In the first few classes, we build a sense of ensemble through 
theater games and improvisation. Then we move on to monologue work in preparation for the audition 
process, followed by callbacks for specific roles in the chosen play. This year, we are working on Les Belles Soeurs 
by Michel Tremblay (English translation). It is a tragi- comedy written in journal—about a working-class 
woman who discovers that winning the jackpot can be a mixed blessing. Set in 1965 in a working class 
neighborhood of Montreal, this play had a tremendous impact on Quebec language, culture, and theater. 
Although the first semester is focused on rehearsing with the cast members, tech students are invited to the 
table read of the script to familiarize them with the play. In the second semester we start incorporating more 
technical elements into our rehearsal process, once students have memorized their parts, such as props, 
costumes, and set design inspiration. Our Drama Club students with visual art skills also assist with original 
prop creations and graphic design (play poster). 
 
Drama I, II, III and IV (French Elective) 

This drama/acting class (in French) guides students to an understanding of the craft of acting through their 
participation in a wide variety of theatrical exercises, including teamwork, relaxation, concentration, movement, 
voice and diction, play analysis, acting, improvisation, interpretation, character analysis, performance, scene 
work, and monologues. After viewing the necessary skills needed in theater performance, the class works on 
the preparation of a live performance held at TRK in May of each school year (choice of author and text varies 
each year). The program presents a wide range of repertoire. Recent productions include the following: 
 

 2014 Le triomphe de l’amour Marivaux 
 2013 Sous Contrôle Frédéric Sonntag 
 2012 Ruy Blas Victor Hugo 
  2011 Fables La Fontaine 
 2010 Petites pièces françaises: Jean Tardieu, Richard Raffaillac, Jean-Michel Ribes, Hervé Blush 
 2009 Sketches de René Tholy et petites pièces d’auteurs: Hanokh Levin, Christian Rullier, Howard Baker, Yves 

Lebeau, Xavier Durringer, Denise Bonal, Yves Renaud 
 2008 Le feu d’artifice et autres sketches: Karl Valentin 
 2007 Orgueil et préjugés Jane Austen 
 2006 Exercices de style Raymond Queneau 
 2005 Sketches de Raymond Devos et divers auteurs: Jim Jarmusch, Jean Tardieu, David Yves 
  2004 Le songe d’une nuit d’été William Shakespeare 
  2003 les diablogues Roland Dubillard, Ils s’aiment Muriel Robin et Pierre Palmade 
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Greek I (Elective) 

The language skills developed in middle school are extended and applied to original readings by authors such as 
Lysias, Xenophon, and Herodotus. Students are given an overview of the history of Ancient Greece, a 
panorama of the daily life and beliefs in some major Hellenistic cities. Basic grammar and paradigms are 
reviewed and mastered. The study of complex sentences includes the infinitive clause, the relative clause, and 
the use of the subjunctive in independent and subordinate clauses. 
 

Greek Advanced I (Elective) 

This course assumes complete familiarity with the language. Emphasis is placed on translation, appreciation, and 
critical analysis of original texts that belong to three genres: rhetoric, theater, and poetry. Students are presented 
with an overview of influential Greek orators such as Lysias, Isocrates, and Demosthenes. They also study 
examples of Ancient Greek tragedy and comedy by Sophocles, Euripides, Aeschylus, and Aristophanes. Reading 
poetry, epos and eros, from Homer’s Iliad and The Odyssey to the works of Sappho and Theocritus will be the 
focus of the spring semester. 

 
Greek II (Elective) 

This course continues and completes the acquisition of grammar fundamentals while students begin to 
appreciate literary style. Students read selected texts that illustrate the following three objects of study: the 
Greek man (citizenship, economy, and religious practice), the Greek world (ethnography), and heroes and 
mythology (the Labdacides, Achilles, Herakles). They read and interpret texts by Aristotle, Homer, Sophocles, 
and Aristophanes. 

 

Greek Advanced II (Elective) 

This course’s main objective is to prepare students for the French Baccalaureate Greek examination that takes 
place in June. Greek literature is at the center of the course. It follows the syllabus designed by the French 
Ministry of Education, which revolves around three main topics: philosophy, politics, and science. The primary 
texts read are those by Epicurus, Epictetus, Plato (Phaedra, Crito, The Republic), and Aristotle. In addition, 
students are required to read, translate, and analyze one full-length literary work that the French Ministry selects 
every school year; Dyskolos, by the Hellenistic dramatist Menander, which is the official text selected for the 
2018-2019 school year. Students are to prepare for the oral Baccalaureate examination based on any chosen text 
pertaining to the aforementioned themes. The oral presentation consists in a detailed translation of any given 
excerpt taken from the original texts followed by a pertinent literary commentary in the form of a formal 
“commentaire composé”. 
 

French Tutoring (Elective) * Not Graded 
 
Introduction to Engineering I (Elective)  

The training is organized around three main axes: 
I. Architecture and operation of products and systems 

o The relationship of the product to an expressed need 
o The functional organization of the product in simple cases 
o The functional description of tools: block diagram, chart FAST (Function Analysis System 
o Technique), GRAFCET 

II. Constructive components and solutions 
o Energy chain—supply, distribute, convert, transfer 
o Chain of acquire, process, communicate 

III. Languages, representations, and models 
o Introduction to CAD 2D/3D to model and implement a project element:  
o Aesthetics 
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o The environment 
o Ergonomics 
o Prevention and safety requirements 

 
Latin I (Elective) 

The language skills developed in middle school are extended and applied to selected readings by Sallust, 
Tacitus, Pliny, and Ovid, authors who comment on the last days of the Roman Republic and on the event of 
the Empire. The study of grammar and of French and English derivatives from Latin roots continues. Students 
get acquainted with complex sentences using the subjunctive mood. By the end of this course, students will 
know about 900 Latin vocabulary words among the most frequently found in the texts. 
 
Latin Advanced I (Elective) 

This course assumes complete familiarity with the language and concentrates on the Latin literature. It focuses 
on four literary genres: rhetoric, historical and fiction narrative, epic and elegiac poetry, and tragic and comic 
theater. The course samples examples of those categories through a close reading of works from Cicero, 
Tacitus, Petronius, Ovid, Catullus, Seneca, and Plautus. The learning of specific literary devices serves as a 
vehicle for literary analysis. 
 
Latin II (Elective) 

In this course, students thoroughly review and complete their study of all language fundamentals, striving for 
mastery. They read various works of prose, poetry, and theater by authors such as Livy, Caesar, Virgil, Plautus, 
and Suetonius, who contribute to describing Roman civilization and daily life, the extended Roman world, and 
the heroic figures in Roman history and mythology. 
 
Latin Advanced II (Elective) 

This course’s main objective is to prepare students for the French Baccalaureate Latin examination that takes 
place in June. Latin literature is at the center of the course. It follows the syllabus designed by the French 
Ministry of Education, which revolves around three topics: Roman philosophy, politics, and science. The 
primary texts read are those by Seneca, various books and letters; Lucretius, de Rerum Natura; Cicero, various 
works; and Pliny the Elder, Natural History. In addition, students are required to read, translate, and analyze one 
full-length literary work that the French Ministry selects every school year; Trimalchio’s dinner , in The Satyricon, by 
Petronius, which is the officially selected text for the 2018-2019 school year. Students are to prepare for the 
oral Baccalaureate examination based on any chosen text pertaining to the aforementioned themes. The oral 
presentation consists in a detailed translation of any given excerpt taken from the original texts followed by a 
pertinent literary commentary in the form of a formal “commentaire composé”. 
 

Math Tutoring (Elective) *Not Graded 

 
Mathematical Analysis (Elective) 

This course includes algebra and analysis, statistics and probability, algorithmic and mathematical notations, and 
logic. In algebra and analysis, students will study quadratic equations and inequalities, square root function, 
cubic function, differentiation (definition of a tangent line; derivative function; derivatives of common 
functions; derivative of a sum, a product, and a ratio; derivative and variation direction; derivative and extrema), 
percentages (evolution and percentages, successive increases or decreases), and sequences (definitions, 
increasing and decreasing sequences, arithmetic and geometric sequences, exponential and linear growth). In 
statistics, students will learn to compute and interpret the variance and standard deviation of a statistical 
sequence as well as to draw and interpret a box diagram. The probability section includes discrete random 
variable, expectation, repetition of identical and independent experiments, Bernoulli distribution, binomial 
distribution, binomial coefficients, expectation of a binomially distributed random variable, and sampling 
(utilization of the binomial distribution to make a decision based on a frequency, confidence interval). 
Algorithmic and mathematical notations and logic will be studied throughout the year in relation to the other 
parts of the course when their usefulness is warranted. Throughout the course, students will use, where 
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appropriate, a graphic calculator, a spreadsheet program, and computer software of dynamic geometry for 
exploration and problem solving. Students will be evaluated at the end of each chapter via tests and quizzes. A 
graphic calculator (TI 83+) is required. 

 

Pre-Calculus (H) (Elective) 

Students will acquire a clear understanding of the analysis of functions, graphing, and limits, as well as 
applications of these functions as they relate to economics. They will gain knowledge of differential calculus as 
well as experience using appropriate technology to solve problems and explore mathematical concepts. This 
course will emphasize learning through lectures as well as individual and group problem solving, which will hone 
the students’ critical thinking skills. At the end of the year, students will be ready to take the French or French 

American Baccalaureate Examination. Course Outline: 
1.  Sequences and series 
2.  Continuity and convexity 
3.  Exponential functions 
4.  Logarithmic functions 
5.  Integration 
6.  Probability and statistics 
7.  Probability distributions: binomial and normal distributions 
8.  Population sampling: confidence intervals, simulations 
Specialty: 
1.  Matrix operations 
2.  Graph theory: applying matrices to linear systems, transition matrices, Dijkstra’s algorithm 

 
SAT (Elective) * Not Graded  

In this elective class, students will build on their current standardized test-taking skills and knowledge to 
prepare for the tests they will take in eleventh grade. Special attention will be paid to the October PSAT. After 
that test, both the SAT and the ACT will be explored. Previous experience with SAT/ACT preparation is not 
required. 
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